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DEPARTMENT OF FREE SCHOOLS, 
WHEELING, December 24, 1867. 


Hon. A. I. BoREMAN, 
Governor of the State of West Virginia : 
Dear Sir:—I have the honor to submit herewith, my Fourth 
Annual Report of the condition of the public schools. 
Very Respectfully, 
Your Obedient Servant, 


os W. R. WHITE, 
General Superintendent. 
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REPORT. 


To the Legislature of the State of West Virgina : 


I most respectfully submit the Fourth Annual Report of the 
operations of this Department. 

By the provisions of the school law, the school year terminates 
with the thirty-first day of August; hence all facts connected with 
statistics refer to that date. Such information as I am able to give 
in regard to the Normal Schools is drawn from the history of the 
three months succeeding that time. 

Full returns from all the counties have not been received. In- 
deed, several years must elapse before complete and accurate statis- 
tics can be furnished. It requires some experience to supply the 
information for which the blanks issued by the department call, and 
unfortunately a large portion of our school officers are men unac- 
customed to the duties which are required of them. Blunders are 
consequently inevitable. 

There is a marked improvement in the mode of giving statistics, 
which is quite encouraging. From table O, I find that thirty-five 
thousand three and four children have been in attendance at school 
during the year. This is forty-eight per cent of the whole number 
of youth enrolled in the counties from which the daily average 
attendance is reported. 

The following is the aggregate of youth in attendance on the 
schools, and of those enumerated : 


Whole number between six and twenty years of age,..___- 115,840 
Whole number attending school during the year, reported 

from a Tow COUNTS ac eee ou vie be mmicice ele uma ens 35,804 
Average daily attendance,.....--.----.------.--------- 20,288 


While this shows a very small per centage of all the youth 
receiving educational advantages, it is an increase on the attend- 
ance of the year preceding. 


SCHOOL HOUSES. 


The number of school houses built during the past year in twenty- 
nine counties, is three hundred and sixty-three. 
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As all the counties did not report last year, I can not give the 
number built this year in excess of the number built during the 
previous year. The entire number built during the three years of 
the operation of our new system is over seven hundred and fifty. 
The entire cost is about three hundred thousand dollars, being an 
increase in the school property of the State of nearly four hundred 
thousand dollars, including land, furniture, &c. 

When it is remembered that these houses have been put up, when 
the financial condition of the people was very feeble, after the deso- 
lations of war and amidst great uncertainty as to the permanence 
of our State relations, no doubt should be entertained that greater 
progress will be made in the future than the most sanguine of the 
friends of education have anticipated. I have omitted inserting in 
my former reports, specifications and minute plans for building 
school houses, because I have distributed to each county superin- 
tendent a work on school-house architecture, which renders the 
publication of such matters superfluous as well as expensive. Some 
of the buildings are of a temporary character, being erected to sup- 
ply an instant demand. These will be displaced in a few years by 
better structures. A few of the school houses recently erected in 
the cities, larger towns, and, in some instances, in the rural*districts, 
evince commendable taste and public spirit. In my last report I 
suggested that boards of education secure a larger amount of land 
than one acre to each house if possible, so as to secure homes for 
such teachers as have families. The relationship of the teacher to 
the parents of the children who attend his school should be as sacred 
as that of a pastor to his parishioners. Having a permanent home 
among his pupils he can better assimilate himself to their needs as 
an instructor. Changing teachers after a term or two, is greatly 
to be deprecated. 

SCHOOL DISTRIOTS. 


The whole number of school districts is fifteen hundred and 
seventeen, and the whole number of schools is eleven hundred and 
forty, showing a great increase on the past. The difference in these 
last two numbers is owing to the fact that all the schools were not 
reported. The county and township lines sometimes interfere with 
the proper districting of the territories, as well as with the building 
of school houses. Some provision should be made by which boards 
of education of adjacent townships could avoid the difficulties which 
now embarrass them. The system of transferring pupils from one 
district to another is a wise provision, but even that is subject to 
abuse. ‘Trustees, from an unwarranted leniency, admit pupils to 
their schools to gratify a mere caprice in parents or children. 


^ 
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TEACHERS. 


At an early period in the history of school systems, it was ascer- 
tained that the teacher gave the school its character. Every year 
confirms the truth of this sentiment, and every substantial progress 
made towards improving the entire educational scheme, has resulted 
from improving the teacher. Eminent teachers have contributed 
more towards bettering the condition of public schools than laws 
and school revenues. Some of them did it unaided and opposed ; 
winning for themselves the gratitude of posterity. You may erect 
the most costly academies and furnish them with the most improved 
apparatus, but the earnest, efficient teacher alone can make these 
means available for the greatest good. , 

With what a humiliating disproportion of improvement does the 
science of teacher's follow that of medicine and law! 

Men require of those who investigate titles to property légal 
acumen for which they pay remunerative fees;—they commit their 
bodies to the care of skillful and well rewarded physicians, but ' 
with positive recklessness place what they deem of invaluable 
worth, their children, whose physical, mental and moral develop- 
ment should be guarded with sleepless vigilance, to the guardian- 
ship of parties whose services are deemed exorbitant at $25 a 
month. Weare imitating the example of the ancients in returning 
to the natural methods of teaching. The great Pestolazzi and the 
famous master of the Rugby school not only reproduced the methods 
of Quintillian and Socrates, but they also aspired and attained to 
the noble dignities of those classic instructors. The teachers of the 
most glorious days of Greece and Rome added lustre to the national 
honor, by the brilliancy of their own fame, and history has em- 
balmed their names with those of its heroes. The more ardent of 
modern teachers are looking for “a new evangel” in the mission 
of teaching. There are some things to be effected by the teacher 
himself before the hoped for better days will come. Teachers must 
study the science of teaching with more enthusiasm. 

We have numerous works on the subject, but I know of no one 
work that will, if read carefully, do the young teacher so much 
service as Page's Theory and Practice of Teaching. County Super- 
intendents should examine each applicant for license to teach on 
the subjects discussed in this work. This, with an educational 
journal, should be in the hands of every teacher. The complaint 
of insufficient salaries should never come from a teacher. He should 
make his business pay, by preparation for his work and skill in it. 

In the art of teaching as well as in the sciences, the teacher will 
find great help in the institutes that may be held near him. The 
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teacher that neglects to attend an institute for a trifling reason dis- 
plays a lack of interest that should cause the trustees of his school 
to seek a change. 

In addition to these means, no teacher should omit a datly pre- 
paration for the recitation of his classes. This preparation should 
be so thorough as to enable him to dispense with the text book ex- 
cept in special cases where it's use is a part of the exercise. 

As a part of this daily preparation, the keeping of a scrap book 
in which to transcribe or place incidents, illustrations, or facts ; 
ideas gathered from other teachers, or from general reading, by 
which he can explain subjects taught in the school, or by which he 
may render school life attractive, would give a true teacher great 
power in his efforts. 

Trustees, as well as county superintendents, should make inquiry 
of teachers to ascertain their habits of reading, their social charac- 
teristics, and their adaptedness to the important work of school 
discipline and mind-development. 

Let no teacher, who finds time toread superficial works of fiction, 
complain if his certificate is of the lowest stamp. Without urging 
the teacher to seek the rank and dignity belonging to the profes- 
sions, 1 do maintain that he should use every effort in making his 
business honorable and profitable. These remarks are intended 
for those teachers already in the field who cannot avail themselves 
of the training of a Normal School. It is to be hoped that the State 
will soon put it in the power of every one desiring to become a 
teacher to obtain the preparation which Normal Schools supply. 

We have two ordeals through which the teacher passes to the 
school room—the examination by the county superintendent and 
the engagement by the trustees. The mere holding of a certificate 
from the former officer should not preclude inquiry on the part of 
the trustees. These are the immediate guardians of the interests 
of the school, and they should make no contract with a teacher 
without due deliberation. With them, aptness to teach and love of 
teaching should be of paramount importance to the grade of the 
certificate. 

Another condition of success in the teacher's work is apparatus. 
This need not be costly nor abundant. A blackboard, a magnetic 
globe, outline maps, charts for spelling, together with Webster's 
Royal Quarto Dictionary will, with what apparatus ingenious hands 
can improvise, enable a working teacher to turn the school room 
into an arena of pleasurable mental action. 

But how to get these desirable aids to teaching is a question of 
some moment. Many of the States have, by direct appropriation, 
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purchased books for the use of school teachers; but I do not recom- 
mend such a course for our State at present. Were teachers to use 
prudent and special effort to obtain the articles named by appeals 
to the generosity of the people of their respective districts, I have 
no doubt the reports would show an improvement in this respect. 

The number of teachers engaged during the year is 818 males 
and 404 females. The average salary is about $30 a month, Data 
for ascertaining that for each sex was not given. "These figures 
compare very favorably with those of other states. 


VISITS TO SCHOOLS. 


Table D will show the number of visits made to schools by 
County Superintendents and other officers to be 2654. 

The fact that so few visits are made to schools is to be deeply re- 
gretted. An examination of the condition of those schools, which 
school officers and friends of education have visited most frequently 
will show that a little attention paid to the teacher and pupils in 
the way of visits is a great incentive to study as well as an aid to 
order and decorum. I shall allude more specially to the duty of 
official visitations, in a circular to county superintendents aecom- 
panying this report. 

I wish to ask here, how many of our law makers enter “those 
portals of science " to which their public speeches so often allude? 
How many, who find time to laud our publie schools, or—to assail 
them, ever go to see the workings of the system in the rural or vil- 
lage school? In our state capital a great work has been going on 
silently, yet successfully, in her graded schools. 

Some model school houses have been erected, and many superior 
teachers are quietly preparing the agencies that will in a few years 
affect the character of our state in its commercial, social and moral 
relations. " 

Let capitalists visit our schools and see how our business men are 
trained, let legislators visit the schools and learn who are to be 
their successors, let the clergy put the schools on the list of their 
, parochial visits, let the patriot who fears for the perpetuity of the 
republie, visit the schools, and learn whether or not, education has 
anything to do with the weal or woe of nations. Let the utilitarian 
see in the daily routine of school -life how eminently practical the 
instructions of the school room are. We invite the enemy to pop- 
ular education to our schools, to teacher’s associations and to insti- 
tutes that he may have the best demonstration of the truth, that 
it is the duty of the state to educate her children. 


2—ScHooL REP. 
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‘PUNISHMENTS. 


The subject of school discipline is one that has recently arrested 
the attention of the public mind, and in order to awaken an in- 
terest on this important topic, statistics will hereafter be required 
of the teachers showing the number of corporal punishments in- 
flicted. The frequency of such punishments has led thinking men 
to inquire if this mode of discipline is so often necessary. 

The question has been discussed in our teachers’ associations and 


institutes, and while many of our most successful teachers declare 
that they govern perfectly without the use of the rod, it has been 


deemed impracticable to dispense with corporal punishments, 
The mere fact of recording the number of such punishments has a 
tendency to allay that angry excitement which disqualifies the 
teacher for the proper treatment of an offender. 

The government of a school is not very arduous to one who loves 
the employment of teaching and who has the proper sympathy 
with child life. The great secret of success in the teacher is the 
ability to make the school room attractive. 

We vastly prefer that government which the great Prussian edu- 
cator, (Carl Ritter,) practiced for fifty years, to that of the English 
clergyman who declared that he never taught his pupils but that 
he “whipped and they learned." 


TOWNSHIP FUNDS FOR SCHOOLS, 


Table B will show the amount of levies that have been made for 
keeping up the schools. In very few of the townships have the 
funds been sufficient, with the State apportionment, to continue the 
schools four months in the year. 


The aggregate of levies in the counties reported 


amounts to  . . o. . — $104,089 58 


The total amount of receipts is is , : : 200,098 99 
The total amount of expenditures is , : 167,130 17 


The amount appropriated to the colored peopleis 1,884 47 

This is very far short of the sum to which they are entitled by 
the enumeration of colored youth, 

Table A shows the condition of the building fund. While three ` 
hundred and sixty-three houses are reported as having been built 
this year, in the counties that have made returns, they may safely 
be estimated at four hundred, at an average value of four hundred 
and fifty dollars. The sum of nearly one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars has been reported as expended for building, purchas- 
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ing land, furniture, dc. But this amount does not represent fully 
the outlay for these purposes, owing to the incompleteness of the 
reports of subordinate officers. 


Table E shows the amounts distributed to each county, April 
first, 1867, 


The aggregate distributed was . $175,895 24 
The salaries of county superintendents are also 

given, the total being . . , . 13,802 07 
And the average salary . . 276 00 


Table B and E, will show the cost per capita per month of tuition 
to be one dollar and fifty-seven cents, when average attendance is 
the basis of the estimate; and ninety-six cents where the actual 
attendance is the basis. 

It is evident that this amount could be reduced where a larger 
attendance could be had. A distribution of the State school fund 
as suggested in another portion of this report, would bring about 
this result. 


THE COLLECTION OF STATISTICS, 


Is still attended with great difficulty, owing to various causes, 
the principal of which is inexperience. To obtain the items of 
information necessary to make out a correct report in proper time, 
I am satisfied the following plan will be successful. Require each 
teacher to render a report of such statistics as pertain to his duties 
to the secretary of the board of education of € each township, and 
this, precedent to his receiving an order for his salary. The secre- 
tary of the board should be required to record all such information, 
together with such statistics as must be collected in the perform- 
ances of his duties, and report the same to the county superinten- — 
dent. From the teachers, secretary of the board, and the county 
superintendent, all the statistics can be gathered with more accu- 
racy and at an earlier period than by the modes now used. To 
stimulate. these officers to the discharge of their duties, a system of 
forfeitures of salary can be easily adopted. Let no secretary be 
paid until his books shall have been examined by the county super- 
intendent, and on his order. In the same manner, the general 
superintendent should be authorized to withhold his draft in favor 
of the county superintendent in case he should neglect to send up 
his report in time, and properly made out. In this connection it 
is not inappropriate to say, that since so much supervision is 
assigned to the General Superintendent of Free Schools, there 
should be given, in addition to the privilege of advice, some power 
to enforce promptness and obedience in subordinate officers. 
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Having no choice in the selection of his co-laborers, the general 
superintendent is often compelled to advise where he should com- 
‘mand, and frequently to witness positive neglect of duty, and its 
consequent demoralization without having the ability to offer relief. 

The forfeiture of salary in case of maladministration, or neglect 
of duty, will go very far to prevent mischief. The teacher finding 
that his pay depends on compliance with certain requisitions—the 
filling up of a few blanks and reporting the same to the secretary 
of the board, will be sure to comply with the law in this respect ; 
and the secretary of the board knowing that his record will be ex- 
amined preparatory to receiving his compensation, will be induced 
to be prompt and accurate. The higher officers will feel a similar 
healthful stimulation. 


: DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL MONEYS. 


` The apportionment of the school funds is made according to the 
enumeration of youth. 

At the last session of the Legislature, I did not concur with the 
committee on education in regard to the propriety of the mode 
adopted. Several other plans were suggested. One was that a 
portion of the funds might be distributed on a territorial basis, and 
the remainder according to the average attendance of pupils at the 
schools. 

I would recommend that three-fifths of the sum be distributed 
on a territorial basis, that is equally, and the remainder as sug- 
gested. 


THE SUGGESTIONS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS, 


(In their reports made to this Department,) are well worthy of 
consideration, even when the most radical changes are recom- 
mended. There will be found a general complaint in regard to the 
number of officers, and much is said of ‘ friction,” “wheels within 
wheels.” These illustrations are more figurative than argumenta- 
tive. Were each officer to do the part assigned him well, the whole 
machinery would seem as simple as it now seems complex. 

The old adage of "many hands make light work,” would be 
verified. But as the matter is pressed so frequently, I am forced 
to suggest what I believe would enable us to run the schools with 
the least trouble, and the least expense. The plan I propose would 
effect materially the other departments of the State, I therefore, 
give only a synopsis. 

First of all, then, increase the State school tax and suspend 
all township taxation whatever. In addition to the county 
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superintendent, let there be a board of education, consisting of one 
from each township, who shall have the duties of trustees and the 
present boards of education to perform, with some few exceptions. 
Let there be one fiscal agent for each county, thus abolishing the 
office of county treasurer, or that of sheriff. The details of this plan 
would be given here, but it is not deemed necessary. One objec- 
tion is suggested and that is of some importance. The people would 
cease to be very active agents in working the machinery of the 
system. The present plan, with all its apparent complexity, con- 
flieting with inexperience, ignorance, apathy, hostility and neglect, ' 
with its unskilful and, in many cases, awkward agents, is in direct 
contact with the people, and doing a great work. It has to bear 
all the maledictions showered when road taxes are paid, when 
bounty taxes ars paid, when county tax bills are presented, when 
dog taxes are asked to be canceled, and when the internal revenue 
collector comes round. The school system is made the scape-goat 
on whose head those that pay taxes, and those that don’t, pour any 
thing but blessings. 

The employing of but one person to collect one tax-bill would 
relieve our citizens of the great annoyance of receiving so many 
calls for money. It would, doubtless, reduce the aggregate of com- 
missions and other expenses consequent on collections, and render 
fewer officers necessary. 


NORMAL SCHOOLS. 


The Legislature, at its last session, passed two acts looking to the 
establishment of a Normal School at Guyandotte, Cabell county, 
and one at West Liberty, Ohio county. 

Certain conditions were imposed in regard to that in Cabell. The 
citizens of that county, by an almost unanimous vote, agreed to 
accept the conditions thus imposed. ` 

The first meeting of the Board of Regents was held at Guyan- 
dotte, September 6th, 1867, at which time the property formerly 
called Marshall College was transferred to the Board of Regents, 
consisting of the General Superintendent of Free Schools, ex-officio, 
President, the Auditor, Secretary of State, Treasurer and the fol- 
lowing gentlemen appointed by the Governor, in compliance with 
the act establishing the school :—Rev. J. T. McLure, Jas. I. Bar- 
rack, Esq., and O. W. Mather, Esq. 

At their visit to Guyandotte, the Board purchased a lot of ten 
acres adjacent to the land transferred with the building, making 
the entire amount of land eleven and a quarter acres. 

The land purchased cost one thousand dollars. 
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The buildings consist of a four-story brick house, (including base- 
ment,) fifty feet by thirty-six; a two-story brick wing fifty feet by 
thirty, and several out-houses. 

The buildings are situated on an eminence overlooking a fine fer- 
tile country on both sides of the Ohio river. One of the best land- 
ings on the river, about five hundred yards from the College, 
renders it easy of access by steamboat, while the main road from 
Guyandotte to Ceredo fronts the premises. There is a well of soft 
water a few yards from the main building. A grove of beech trees 
adds to the comfort and beauty of the place. The interior of the 
structure, owing to its being used during the war, needed repairs. 
These have already been made by order of the Board. The wing 
has been raised one story ; out-houses have been constructed, and 
a thorough refitting of the buildings and premises has been made. 

Some valuable apparatus was also transferred, among which may 
be enumerated, 

A Solar Microscope, a glass plate Electrical machine, and an Air 
Pump. 

An appropriation of $2,500 for the purchase of furniture and ap- 
paratus has not yet been used. 

The prospects of this school are flattering. The whole southern 
portion of the state presents no rival to its prosperity, while the 
counties on the opposite side of the river in Ohio, will doubtless re- 
cognize its advantages and give it patronage. 

Situated in a charming valley, healthful, fertile and populous, 
and by a natural high way convenient to all the rivefcounties in 
this state and Ohio, with the prospective Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railroad within a half mile of the school, it can not but become a 
powerful ally to the cause of education. - 

The town of Gyandotte lies two miles north of this school, and 
east of ibis some of the most valuable territory belonging to the 
state, rich in mineral and other resources, but lamentably deficient 
in educational advantages. 


THE WEST LIBERTY BRANCH OF THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 


By an act Sud at the last session of the Legislature, the gen- 
eral superintendent was authorized to purchase the buildings at 
West Liberty, Ohio County, known as West Liberty Academy. 

This purchase was made at an outlay of $6,000. The premises 
originally cost over $25,000, and at present prices it would require 
doubtless $35,000 to purchase the ground (4 acres,) and erect the 
buildings. This property is deemed quite an acquisition to the 
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state. Surrounded by a noble country and an intelligent popu- 
lation, it bids fair to contribute largely to the supply of educators 
for our state. 

The house is three stories high, eighty feet by fifty and admira- 
bly adapted in its halls and many lecture rooms for the purpose to 
which it has been applied. Normal Schools have acquired a wide 
field of usefulness in other states, fully realizing the great expec- 
tations their founders excited. 

Wisconsin has five Normal Schools valued at two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, with a fund of about one million dollars. 

The State Superintendent says "I would use one-half of our 
common school fund to educate teachers if it were necessary.” 

Indiana has one Normal School for the support of which the sum of 
ten thousand dollars are appropriated annually. 

Illinois has a magnificent structure costing with the grounds two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, supported by the interest of a 
fund set apart for that purpose, and which yields two thousand 
four hundred and forty nine dollars annually. 

More than five hundred pupils are in attendance on this school. 

Pennsylvania has four Normal Schools costing over two hundred 
thousand dollars. The state gives fifty cents per week to each 
student preparing to teach and to each graduate fifty dollars. 

Hon. J. P. Wickersham, State Superintendent advises the state 
'! to assume the entire expenses of educating teachers at the Normal 
Schools, so far as tuition is concerned." S : 

New York has two Normal Schools “ Twenty applications have 
been made with offers of land, buildings and money as free gifts to the ' 
State, or the use thereof, so long as the state shall require them for 
Normal Schools. The value of the property thus offered is in no 
case less than twelve thousand dollars and in four cases exceeds 
one hundred thousand dollars.”  ' ! 

New Jersey, Massachusetts, Maine, Michigan, Upper Canada, all 
bear unequivocal testimony to the important aid rendered by Nor- 
mal Schools. 

To make our enterprise a speedy success, some assistance from the 
Legislature is necessary. i: 

The house at West Liberty should be thoroughly repaired and 
supplied with furniture and apparatus. To secure the full benefits 
of our two Normal Schools, an annuity for the aid of teachers should 
be given to each. Seyeral educators of enviable reputation, having 
experience in the normal methods of instruction could have been 
procured, had the board of Regents possessed the means needed. 
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First class normal instructors are in demand. Such principals 
as we should be ambitious to put at the head of our schools for 
teachers, command from twelve hundred to two thousand dollars per 
annum. Itisto be hoped therefore that the Legislature will take 
no step backwards, but press forward the advantage already gained 
until the doors of both these schools will be opened to a large con- 
course of teachers. 

I do not deem it proper at the present time to suggest what 
amount should be appropriated, leaving this to the liberality and 
judgment of the Legislature. 

I would respectfully advise that the word “ branch ” as applied 
to the West Liberty School be struck out, and that very early ac- 
tion be taken both in regard to the Normal School subject, and 


that of the public schools in general. 
EDUCATION OF THE COLORED PEOPLE. 


I have to report that but little has been done for this people in 
the way of supplying school opportunities. 

The Freedmen’s Bureau have offered five thousand dollars to aid 
in erecting school houses, but opposition to this measure in some 
townships by boards of education, and indifference in others, 
together with inability on the part of the colored people and their 
friends to comply with the conditions imposed by the Bureau, have 
conspired to thwarj all the measures that have been adopted to 
obtain houses and/ teachers for the colored youth. Schools have 
been started, and a few houses have been obtained for this people 
` in some convenient places, but generally, the provision made for 
their education has been ineffectual. The colored people are also 
so scattered abroad through the State that it is impossible to col- 
lect, except in a few places, a number sufficient to constitute a 
school. I still hope that some plan will be devised by which they 
may be saved from the doom of ignorance and degradation that 
threatens them. 

In a few localities night schools are kept where children and 
adults assemble. The portion due the colored people is sometimes 
assigned by the board of education to sustain «such schools. This 
arrangement seems to be justified by the emergency of the case, and 
a similar course has been recommended in other places. 

As the Freedmen’s Bureau declines to make an appropriation 
except so far as it shall aid in the completion of a school building, 
this assistance has generally been unavailable. 


CHANGES IN THE SCHOOL LAW 


Have given great annoyance to officers and others interested, and 
generally, all such changes as are introduced in bills that have re- 
ceived the careful consideration of the committees on education of 
both branches of the Legislature, produce incongruity between sec- 
tions of the law, and lead to difference of interpretation. I there- 
fore recommend the following changes, in order to give definiteness 
of meaning and harmony of action in the execution of the law. 

In the fourth section, the time when the term of the commis- 
sioner’s office should begin ought to be given. 

In the eleventh section, the privilege of education on the terms 
indicated, should be extended to those who may not be twenty-one, 
and to those who may not reside in this State. 

The thirteenth section may be so modified as to give to commis- 
sioners the control of townships where trustees cannot be obtained. 
This was a feature of the bill as it came from the committee 
last winter. 

The fourteenth section could be rendered plainer by a few verbal 
changes. 

The seventeenth section might be made more explicit so as to 
determine positively whether or not school-houses can be used for 
other than school purposes. 

The last sentence of section eighteenth, if not the entire section, 
might be stricken out. Some verbal changes and omissions would 
render the twenty-second section more explicit. - 

The fees required of applicants for teacher's certificates might 
better be used in sustaining teachers’ institutes. Hence, a change 
in section eightieth would be required. 

By section thirtieth all the teachers of a county may be needlessly 
summoned to meet at public examinations. Applicants for certifi- 
cates might be required to attend at examinations held in townships. 

Section thirty -seventh might be sd amended as to permit boards of 
education of adjacent townships, jointly, to build school houses in 
certain cases. To prevent conflict of authority between trustees 
and boards of education, further changes should be made in this 
section. 


COLLECTION OF TOWNSHIP LEVY. 


From section 46, to section 50 inclusive, is given the mode of col- 
lecting the township school levy. A few slight changes will render 
these sections more intelligible. 


3—-SCHOOL REP. 
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Although disagreeing with the committee as to the mode pro- 
vided for collecting township taxes for school purposes, I must re- 
port favorable results as far as collecting the money is concerned. 

I still adhere, however, to the view before expressed that one 
fiscal agent only for a county, or at least for a township, for all 
township, county and state financial purposes is necessary. The 
great objection to the collection of taxes by the sheriff is that the 
funds are not available at the time when they are most needed, 
This can be corrected by the right sort of legislation. Two, and 
three tax bills every year, though for different purposes, cast an 
odium upon the system. One account, and one officer to collect it, 
would be more business like. 

By making delinquents shoulder the expense of extra efforts in 
collecting, and by making collectors prompt in settlements by in- 
evitable fines would reduce the cost and simplify the mode of get- 
ting school and other revenues. 

An order on the fiscal agent of a county would be merchantable 
anywhere in that county, just so soon as confidence was established 
in the certainty of its being honored. 

Until, however, a radical change is made in the mode of man- 
aging the financial matters of the counties, I would advise that the 
township mode of collecting and disbursing be subject to no mod- 
ification except such as may render it more effective. 

To this end, the following changes are suggested: 

In section 46, “ a full and perfect list of all property taxable ” is 
required to be made out and furnished to the secretary of the board 
of education and by him transmitted to the township treasurer. 

I think that the aggregate value of the property taxable is all 
that is necessary to be transmitted to the treasurer. This would 
not be so expensive. 

Were township assessors appointed, it might serve to reduce the 
expense of collecting, and render collections more thorough. These 
officers could also enumerate the children. 

In section 47, a provision should be inserted giving the collector 
the same power that sheriffs have to collect from those who refuse 
to pay their school taxes. 

By inserting, in the last sentence of the same section, between 
“may” and “provide "—the words—prior to the collector's posting 
the aforesaid notices—the respective duties of the board of educa- 
tion, and those of the collector would not conflict. 

The school year is made to commence on the first day of September. 

It is very difficult to have the reports of County Superintendents 


19 
in the office of the General Superintendent before the last of Nov- 
ember. A very short time is thus allotted for the General Super- 
intendent to prepare for the Chief Executive such a report as he 
should have before writing his annual message to the Legislature. 

Twenty four out of fifty four reports were received at this office 
by November 26th, and of these, two were unaccompanied by any 
written statement. , 

I propose that “ August 31st," in the law be changed to—July 
81st, that secretaries of boards of education be required to make re- 
ports, instead of the boards, and that the last half of the salary of 
the County Superintendent be withheld (see sec. 51,) should he 
fail to make a report in proper time. i 
EXPENSES OF THE OFFICE OF THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF 

FREE SCHOOLS. 


As the School Year and the Fiscal Year do not correspond, the 
financial statements belonging to each must be diferent though 
not conflicting. 


Salary of General Superintendent, ----~-------------- $1,500 00 
Traveling expenses on office duties,.-..------.-------. 78 35 
Printing and Slationery;-<.<--.o2-~coesocesce seeds 960 00 
Stereotype plates, ------------ -------------------- 2 5 00 
Cypress A ee cen ates 5 25 
Postage BUAIBDE dices aster cae ease eels 50 00 
Eürnitüre acople es Ce da a 80 00 
Wheeling Directory,--------------- ------------~--- 2 50 
Post Office account, «uua e eU rS Ide Eee 2 84 
School A TORIUteOLUT8 eua cases ee Lad A 12 84 
VTeleeraph: Dispaltc stes aa P EDS 15 

iu Mmm —— ——ÓMáÜa€ $2,047 59 


The account for printing includes that for blanks which can be 
used during the next two or three years. . 

The expense for purchasing books on architecture will hereafter 
be very little. | 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE. 


_ Up to the present time no permanent office has yet been assigned 

to the General Superintendent. Occupying one of the rooms in 
the Auditor's department, he has been subject to frequent interrup- 
tions, and that too, at times when his duties required seclusion. 
These have been cheerfully endured, rather than diminish the school 
fund, in hope that this embarrassment will soon be removed by 
the erection of a State Capitol. 
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VISITS OF THE GENERAL SUPRINTENDENT. 


Conferences with County Superintendents and other officers, 
lectures and other supervisory duties require a great amount of 
. traveling. That done on horseback is rendered more laborious 
by the office of the superintendent’s being so remote from the 
centre of the state. Were a clerk assigned to the office, the 
essential and indespensable feature of a superintendency traveling 
and lecturing could be rendered more efficient at less expenditure 
of time and labor. 

In many of the states, the superintendent is required to visit each 
county once a year. To aid in this duty, deputies and clerks are 
employed. So long as means of traveling in our state are so in- 
sufficient, such a requirement would not be practicable. This could 
be done during the official term, and such an arrangement would 
result in greater good, than by the present method of convening 
the county superintendentsin each year. In the effort to carry out 
this provision of the law, I have been convinced that the law was 
wisely framed in this respect, and if further provision were made 
by which conventions and associations of teachers could be had at 
ihe time of these visits, much more good could be effected. 


AUDITOR'S REPORT. 


* 


Accompanying this report will be found that of the Auditor in 
reference to the condition of the School Fund on the first day of 
September, 1867. 

The amount of the School Fund will be seen to be $172,023 15 
including all sums remaining in the Treasury uninvested, consist- 
ing of stock in various banks in the state, and of the United States 
Registered Pacific Railroad Bonds. This is an irreducible fund, 
ihe interest or yield of which is annually distributed with the 
State school and capitation tax, together with all fines and forfeit- 
ures, to the different counties on the first day of April. 


TEXT BOOKS. 


It is deemed unnecessary to make any change in the series pre- 
scribed for the use of the children in the publie schools. Too many 
books are used by the pupils in some of the higher schools, and too 
much dependence is placed on text-books by both teacher and 
pupil, The teacher can make his instructions more intelligible, by 
teaching topies rather than the letter of the text-book. To do 
this he should consult several books and give to his topics previous 
thought. 
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In teaching Geography let him read carefully the work called, 
"The Teacher's Guide" published in Guyot’s Intermediate Geog- 
raphy—Teacher's Edition. In Grammar, Clark's Analysis, and 
Kerl's Comprehensive Grammar should be referred to continually : 
when preparing for a recitation. As a substitute for the fourth 
reader let Lossing's Primary History be used. - 

The teacher should direct his efforts to imparting a thorough 
knowledge of Orthography, Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, with 
frequent exercises in Composition. 

Pupils should be required to write on plain and simple subjects 
preparatory to such business transactions as may occupy their after 
life. Accounts, receipts, notes, letters, &c., written by them would 
develope business traits, and give a practical turn to their educa- 
tion. 

The teacher should read books that will enlighten him on sub- 
jects pertaining to his vocation, and assist him in modes of instruc- 
tion, and in the government of schools. A Teacher's Library, con- 
taining most valuable works by eminent instructors, has been pub- 
lished by. A. S. Barnes & Co., New York. l 

The people are looking with anxiety towards the present school 
system and its workings. They already protest against inferior 
teachers. Those teachers, who will not devote themselves to self 
culture, by reading and study, must not be surprised at finding 
themselves supplanted. 

As an auxiliary to the teacher, some cheap outline maps should 
be introduced as soon as the finances of the district will permit. 

Singing as a regular, though not extended, exercise should be 
practised. A small work, called the ‘‘ Forest Cboir," each teacher 
should be supplied with. This will prove of great service. It is 
published by Root & Cady, Chicago. Five or ten'minutes a day 
employed in the vocal exercise given in this work will contribute 
to the cheerfulness and health of the pupils, 

Some work on object teaching would, if carefully studied and 
judiciously applied, awaken the perceptive faculties. 

The visits of a school journal would add much to the capacity of 
ateacher. The Templar and Teacher, published at Buckhannon, 
is the only school journal issued in the state. With greater patron- 
age it could be devoted entirely to school matters. 


CONCLUSION. 1 


I deeply regret the necessity that compels me to make a report 
in which so many counties are not represented. Kanawha, Monon- 
galia and Wood have not yet made reports. These counties have 
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been doing a good work. I greatiy desired to present a report 
from the city of Parkersburg where wonderful public spirit has 
been evinced. This city can boast of several graded schools under 
the supervision of able teachers. 

My visits to these schools convinced me that the condition of 
school affairs there, (as well as throughout the state,) is much better 
than the statistics can show. 

Though we must wait some time before the fruits of what we 
lave done can be seen, yet we have encouraging signs of progress. 
What has been the experience of other states must to a great degree 
be ours also. 

Intelligent labor, or labor under the direction of education, has 
accomplished wonders in other sections, even where the social, re- 
ligious and political relations of mankind are not so favorable as in 
our own country. Prussia stands to-day among the nations of the 
world inthe front rank with her educated soldiery and her ed- 
ucated laborers contributing no less to her national glory, than 
her educated nobility. 

Her career has been one of progress in all the elements of great- 
ness, from the moment her school system was established, and those 
states that have taken her as a prototype in educational matters 
have realized similar results. 

If then it is a fact that to make good and useful citizens, we 
must educate, let there be no faltering. The real objection to our 
school system is not that our land is sparsely inhabited, for as one 
has happily said, this will be remedied, for the people will ‘ grow 
to" the school house ; nor is if that it is unjust to educate the poor 
with the means of the rich, for the increase of the poor man’s wages 
which would be inevitable as civilization advances, would enable 
him to educate his own children ; nor is it that it is too expensive 
a system, as figures demonstrate, but it is bécause our rich men do 
not see where their interests lie. 

We boast of the resources of our state, and justly. Unless some 
illiberal legislation intervene, we are destined to engage largely 
in Mining, Manufacturing, Grazing, Lumbering and Farming. In 
these five elements of prosperity our state is rich, but the forces 
that must awaken them obey only the mandates of mind. 

The school house stands in the foreground of all our pictures of 
progress. That is what we have needed in the years of thriftlessness 
that we hope are past forever. The school house will bring read- 
ing, and thinking and that will vitalize every department of life. 
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To this we have made a beginning but a beginning that confronts 
the same obstacles that, thirty odd years ago, battled the friends of 
popular education in an adjoining state. 

Your school officers report progress when they announce the con- 
tinued erection of school houses, the awakening of interest in the 
teachers in their vocation, the loud call for school privileges, the 
earnest protest of parents against inferior instructors, and the 
general satisfaction of the people in localities where, under the 
guidance of well selected school officers, the school system is a dem- 
onstration in itself of its value. 


W. R. WHITE, 
Gen'l Supt. Free Schools. 


ee EN 


SA Hee n 


tat 


SST TT RG aD 


< i 


esM IRE (d eL E vee A BE INRA Aad Da ahia te AR Wis was ta Bate an vai Satta Ay 
ret A " y 
A 


NOR a A on it et ARM RT elc NI 1 = AN RS MATES Hips ps Sd da 
A A AS A AN para at O A A IA MM e A e e ry o A A a ates VU A Qi 3 
OE ae A. .- SONOS, aS A doi d 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, ] 
AUDITOR'S OFFICE, b 
WHEELING, Oct. 80, 1867. | 
Pror. WILLIAM R. WHITE, 
State Superintendent of Free Schools : 

SIR: In compliance with the provision of Section 67, of Chapter 
98, Acts of 1867, I have the honor to transmit herewith my Annual 
Report of the condition of the School Fund on the first day of 
September last, with an abstract of the accounts thereof in this 
office. 

Very Respectfully, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
J. M. MoWHORTER, 
Auditor. 
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REPORT OF THE CONDITION OF THE SCHOOL FUND. 


Under the provisions of Chapter 66, of the Acts of the Legisla- 
ture of 1867, all the stock owned by and standing in the name of 
the State, and Internal Improvement Fund. as well as such as stood 
in the name of the Literary Fund in the several banks named 
therein, was transferred to and, became a part of the School Fund. 

By said Act there was transferred (in addition to what was given 
in my last Report) stock in the several banks hereinafter named, as 
foliows, to-wit; 

In the Parkersburg National Bank, 150 shares.......$15,000 00 
In the National Bank of West Virginia, 300 shares_.... 30,000 00 
In the First National Bank of Wellsburg, 188 shares... 18,800 00 


Making- a total Ofc. cox einen oe aa $63,800 00 

At a meeting of the Stockholders of the North Western Bank of 
Virginia, held in July last, a resolution was passed directing that a 
distribution or dividend of five per cent of the remaining stock of 
said bank be made to the respective Stockholders. By said dis- 
tribution there was paid into the Treasury, and passed to the credit 
of the School Fund the sum of $8,010 00. There has been received 
at the Treasury, from the sale and redemption of delinquent lands 
during the year, and pa:sed to the credit of said fund the sum of 
$11,591 38. There has also been received and passed to the credit 
of said fund a balance, as per my last report, remaining in the 
hands of S. P. Hiidreth unexpended, in purchasing U.S. P. R. R. 
Bonds, $91 08. i 

The following statement exhibits the condition of said. fund on 
the first day of September, 1867: 


STATEMENT. 
Stock in.First National Bank of Fairmont. 500 shares..$50.000 00 
Stock in Parkersburg National Bank, 400 shares... 40,000 00 


Stock in First National Bank of Wellsburg, 183 shares. 18,800 00 
Stock in National Bank of West Virginia, 800 shares... 30,000 00 


United States Registered Pacific R. R. Bonds._.. .. ~~ 11,000 00 

Amount renaining in the Treasury uninvested, as per 
abstract lerem fled sene cdas 22,223 15 
Total ———————— $172,023 15 


Respectfully Submitted, 
J. M. McWHORTER. 
Auditor. 


- 
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ABSTRACT REFERRED TO IN AUDITOR'S REPORT. 


Tax STATE or West VIRGINIA, 
- In Account with the “School Fund” (Irreducible). OR. 
1866. Oct. 1. By Balance in the Treasury, (unexpend- 
A oe $2,681 47 
« “31, By this amount received from $. P. Hil- 
dreth, being balance unexpended in the 
purchase of United States Bonds as per 
last. report.-..22--.-l dunas $ 91 08 
By receipts this month on acc't. 
of sales and redemption of 


delinquent lands..... .....- 2,656 48 2,747 56 
1866. Nov. 30. By receipts this month on ac- 
count of same.............- 5 90 
Dec. 31. By receipts this month on ac- 
count of same..--..--..-.-- 28 02 
1867..Jan. 31. By receipts this month on ac- i 
count of SsaMe.~------------- 3,203 13 
Feb. 28, By receipts this month on ac- 
count of same... LS s.l. 1,662 73 
Mar. 81, By receipts this month on ac- 
count of same.............- 538 36 
Apr. 30. By receipts this month on ac- 
count of same... -........ 117 44 
May 31. By receipts this month on ac- 
count of same-....._.------ 264 35 
June 30. By receipts this month on ac- 
count of same....-.-..--.-- 558 65 
July 81. By receipts this month on ac- 
count of same.-....-......- 1,183 47 
Aug. 31. By receipts this month on ac- 
count of same-.--.--._-.-.. 1,422 85 


"  " By this amount being 5 per 
cent on stock of the North 
Western Bank of Virginia... 8,010 00 9,482 85 


PP a. 


$22,373 93 
DR, 
1867. Aug. 31. To Warrants issued to this date 
by order Board of School 
A 150 78 


To balance in the Treasury to 
credit of School Fund (Irre- 
Gucible) AAA . $22,223 15 


TABLE A. 
Showing the Condition of the Building Fund. 


LEVY. RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURES. 
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| TABLE A.— Continued. 
Showing the Condition of the Building Fund. 
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5651| 168 
9735 16 
521 


3241] 47 


2078|....| 


5299| --.- 
4552 22 
5020| 90 
9485|..-- 
1857, 38 
1682) 12 
2846, 19 
5859. 114 
1242}... 
1229 58 
5264) 35 
1789| ---- 
2987|---- 
2636) 17 
2081]---- 
2785| ---- 

688} ---- 
2879|---- 
3391; 29 

640| ---- 
3054 6 
1634 6 
12001. 
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B ^ TABLE p. A 


SHOWING AGE OF Purus, NUMBER OF TEACHERS, SALARY, dic. | 


: . ` 1 
7 | AVERAGE AGE . ` ub TEACHERS. "|Ivistrs TO SCHOOLS. PUNISHMENS, 
OF PUPILS. : E || CORPOREAL 4 
AVERAGE MONTHLY SALARY. | MONTHS TAUGHT. AV'GE NO. MONTHS. = 
- AV GE NO. MONTHS Sy 
` . : , a e 
COUNTY, a o D © ER Em 
OUNTY E E E 3 3 
| B g B2] 6 
. {a , . | 4 d dP] z 
Sigl, lg | &-| d | S jalla] l£ 
[^5] $u m E . t 3 u R . -— 
ATEN INTENSO FEKIEIE UM 
- zmimijojle|mm|ju|mR.o,m a ¡AR [oO aj A 
Barbour, .......... 13. 12 |12.5| 23| 6 29/$23 70 $21 53/$22 94) 573 70 | 2.5] 2.2] 2.4]... | enn nnns] 
Berkeley. ......... 10.7| 9.8 10.5 82} 11| 48| 89 00| 41 00| 40 00| 1793 2574|, 56.0, 7 | 6.6] 47) 30 
Boone.............. | eee eene | enn 8| 8 6) 88 00 27 00| 33 00 1^ 15 | 2.8| 2.6| 2.5... «cere | eren 
Braxton 11.8| 12.8} 12 18| 4| 22) 28 52| 22 85) 27 78| 474 63 | 2.4| 8.0; 2.8 13} 45 
Brooke..........« 1L1 11.1] 11.313) 16| 14| 30| 49 00| 32 00| 41 00| 95 18016 | 6 | 6 53| 4 
Cabell.............. | «ee | ee | ent 24 7 81| 42 50| 24 50| 86 00) 82 110 | 34 4 | 85 88| o 9 
Clay. veces coses NNNM NMMNAMM 9 esee 9. 82 48|.. eee 89 48| 9 9| $1... 8.1 8 18 
Doddridge........ 10.8/10.90| 10.5 281 8| 81| 25 53| 24 47| 25 26| 68 91 | 2.9| 2.8; 2.9| 28) 68 
Grant............ PS o sen | mnn 24| 5| 29|........ esesee| 82 26] creer 88 |......] ossos 9.8|l. esee ee ] eren | 20000100 [|o E | acces 4 
Greenbrier........ 10.7, 12.8) 11.5}, 13 6| 19| 84 06| 26 46| 32 62 52 69 | 4 2.8} 8.6 28 58 
Hampshire:.. —- 11.5! 11.2| 11.8|| 85| 6| 41|........|- L— 28 14... ...... 149 |... |... 38.511  80| 20 
Hardy............|18 |14 |135| lj... . 1j 80 00j.......-. 80 00: .9]| 8 |. 8 1 1 
Harrison... ... | 12.6| 11.4| 12 44| 12) 56/84 84| 35 05, 34 90| .1523 206 | 8.4| 4.4| 8.6 " 48) 30 
Jackson......... 10.9 9.6  10.9| ^89| 84] 66] 85 80| 19 00| 28 00| 97 197 | 3 | 2.6) 8 51| 66 
Lewis .............- 11 |10 |10.| 87| 11] 48|........ PS PA PA "P" m B ].—HÉe.- 23 68 
Marion... «1 12.2! 12.7} 12.4 45| 25| 70) 40 89| 85 54| 88 88| 1553 2424| 8.4| 8.5) 8.4| 58| 87 
Marshall.......... | «eee nnt 89| 39 78| 84 41| 27 25] 80 49| 119 263 | 8 | 3.71 8.44| 68j....... 
Mason....««eeee eee 19.9  9.9| 10.7] 56! 29| 85| 46 02| 27 06| 40 00| 231 848| 4 | 4 |410| 62) 105 
Morgan ees. «..... 18.4 11.7| 12.8! 18, 3] 16] 80 05| 25 00| 29 05| 253 288 2 | 8 | 2 9| 23 
Nicholas. ... .....- 11.8| 10.8) 11.1]| 22| 5, 27) 33 93| 20 86) 81 46; 64 791 2.9) 8 | 2.9) 14|" 47 
Ohio............. ) e] PAY 12| 922| 84| 46 95| 28 75) 35 18| 64 178 | 531 5 | 5.2 28) 62 
Wheeling City 10 10 |10 7| 88| 45/103 33| 97 75| 46 60| 18 28 |10 |10 |10 258; 179 
Pleasanta....----. 12.4| 12.9 12.6|| 20| 17| 37| 88 63| 29 11| 32 86| 85 1884 4 | 8 | 3.7 Blaser 
Pocahontas...... 17.5] 11.6} 14.8 7} 8| 10| 82 75| 27 14| 81 29 20 27] 8 | 23) 4 8| 12 
Preston........... 18 |11 |12 51] 10| 61, 82 94| 27 50 30 98| 22 28| 8 | 38.5) 89.1] 48) 35 
Randolph... ...... 11.7 118|11.7]| 11| 5| 16| 22 56| 12 50) 19 85| 823 493; 2.9| 8.4 8.1] 22 70 
Ritchie............. | eee] een [etn 48) 26| 69} 89 00| 80 89| 35 94| 126 202 | 2.9} 2.9) 2.9 57| 124 
Roane ...... esesces| coves scans | eee 81, 3| 84| 27 11| 20 56 26 52| 91 1003; 2.9| 8 | 239]|.......]-- 
Taylor. ses00e90c20 . 11 5 10.6 11 Coveveleee e. 24 osorno .¡Poroseso Ujenorroras 78i 91i s*sscc]eccece|ooccen 9 64 
Tyler.............-- 11.2) 10.9} 11 98| 12| 40| 82 00| 26 00; 30 00; 72 118 | 2.6) 3.4. 2.8) 44 79 
Tucker .......-.. ee | nene | enn] n 9| 1| 10| 28 00, 18 00, 21 00|.........].-. eeeeos | voee enne | ve onu n | eno ooo | eene e|] sosons PO eceecel| leone e| eene eene 
Upshur...... ....]18 |11.6|12.4| 32| 19| 51| 30 69| 28 28) 28 00| 92 148 | 2.8) 8 | 2.9] 656) 96 
eizel........ esee] s of 19.2] 81| 12) 48|........ — 28 62)... 119 |......]-...-- 27|  81| 56 
Wirt........-. — 9 |10 | 81 27| 8| 85| 55 00 88 00| 48 00] 614 864) 2.2) 8.1| 2.4|  17| 46 
Woda. ccccoccvree PA PAS PRA ee rd nno | nnn [nnne | rnnt | nn rrr nn a lancccsoes sececoscc PRO scence! A | PR PO PP | AS A 
Wyoming .. eseese] eo... |». PA PUMP rocoso [eno .| 27 50| 80 00| 29 00; 18 5 98 |......] «eee | eee 8l......-. 
"l'otael....., «1 11.9] 14.2] 11-6]] 818] 404/12401,........1........ $36 DO! 2228} 12211 3796! 2.7! 8 8 || 1158) 14371 2645/1266] 305 1674 if 
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x CORPORE 


AL————————————M———r 


BRANCHES TAUGHT AT CLOSE OF 
TERM——NO. STUDYING. 


EXAMINATIONS AND CER- 
TIFICATES. 
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68 9i! 27 5| 82| 59 8 4| 62, 56|| 225 "197 "137 "99 58 danesa 
87 O A A | PA A A PA seze]|octsen| vaescelocseevucecuel cce cies . 
ei Sedes 68l PA PA larsin 18 2 5 71 76|| ve | erre ee Seed] ve: quc eacns mo . 
TOS!” PGT [sio O O TAT! > 16]: 881-961 194 lenin lecciones nnns a ae 
93  82| 11| 8| 19| 24.....|.. 24 94| 88) idol 116, 19 19 89 
47 a POENE E q 881 .....- 1 ST. 88lie eel cese c AA A A osses 
52 98 1 4| 98| QTlleconcchocanon | evcene| ossses sesse] tros 
179 a 1014 a 1227 69|...... i4 55! 69/1825|1565|1987| 747| 22911978 
sesosaesel = tJil*toocet]oceceoitpeccsoil*csccceel5cescelose TISETTTTTIEITTIM 37 15 14 6 [IIITTIETITITTI 
12 o 6 desete "ei 12 2 8 "| 10| 36 6| “ZBI E E oros 
85 PAS PA A sbesus 94 8 9; - 82) 91 96| 217; 107| 11] 28}...... 
Yol 99| 19 5| 24| 19| 3| 1| 15| 16| 240| 225| 143| 13| 15] 30 
124 181 8 8 11 58 dee... 7 51 58 $299539/590990990299|9^70900| 900095] 929209 
nec MOTOS essc] E Paseo eid A a48! 7) 8| 8B) SL ER A A csset eerie ts 
64 67 4 4 8I Mie... 15] 12) 27| 240| 212 176. 70| 72| 106 
79) 128) 1|... 1| 45) 1| 9| 35] 44| 144| 159| 100| 19| 15| 21 
A O ss A eos wee CP 16 2 1| 13! l4ll.cccocioo... s esesss saevss| escaso | usones 
96| 152| 20 8| 98j 64 b 8| 51i 59 989| 488| 318 45 107 69 
56 STlloccoorlocconolo Res] DBi reccee 4| 54| 58|| 142| 808) 454; '97| OT|...... 
46 63 Disses j Di 11l|...... 5 Gl DD TO O locos elsssvaelevoscelssevas 
eese [rocoso oj qoesess|[eveoce|ececceléoscece||tooecr|toccc |vcocec|tosece|toeoccej||**oco|sovose|* e|secoseo | »aoso* | peste 
Mx 8 nes E O A dA. 1AN res] sexes iiser aresta asis] caste 


— | Qn À (m | ———— 


1158! 1487| 2645/[1266| 805|1674 p 156| 184|1283/1467/14615/5124|3629/1239| 786/2394 
“ + $ 


- 


89 


TABLE E. ) 
Showing, the apportionment of the General School Fund to each 
County April 1st, and the salary of County Superintendent, &c. 


COUNTY. 


Barbour.. sss... -+ MEME $ 4,005 74| $ 175 00| $ 1 69 
Berkeley............. MM —AMMNMMMMM 4,462 55| — 800 00! 00 70 
Boone... ..... eene m entente 2,104 66 500 00|............ 
Braxton.. sesser ose seses SRM 4,139 97| | 400 00) 00 94 
Brooke... — 1,844 90 300 00 1 10 
Cabell.............. ees — sressoseessrosesos 3,866 36 402 00/........... . 
Calhoun. sses- eer oooono sse rense. MUN 1,120 30| 100 00|............ 
AT 1.274 03| — 125 00|............ 
Doddridge.................. esvanconononos Janeen receee 2 499 28 250 00 00 81 
Fayette ........ «censes eee eee eene nennen nennen 4,162 68 931 li|............ 
Gilmer. seess... MEME 1,467 78| 290 00 sess. 
Grant ........ eee eM — 1,510 54|............... | cesse 
Greenbrier, ......esssesosesasessecs eene het eee tenen 8,290 80 400 00 1 12 
Hancock, ......... prono see sense rest oestese settore 1,608 10 200 Q00|......... u 
Hampshire. ,..... «eene eene rne nnn 8.829 22 800 00............ 
Hardy ......... — — — 9,550 47 350 00|.......... » 
Harrison... .- eene eese eee eee nen eoe eene sten 6,089 30 800 00} 0091 
JACKSON, REPERI 4,150 39 350 00 118 
Jefferson... eere ——— 4,667 50} 250 00. ......... 
Kanawha .........--. ——  Á—— | 10,873 09 500 00|............ 
LewiS ccccnccccsccccccscanene ccevescresccccsscesscsseves 8.855 15 450 00|............ 
LogQN.ooseccnonaronnncncoccncnoonconanarenonccono conos: 2.361 99 800 00}....... — 
Marion........ m"—— m e 5,209 00 800 00 101 
Marshall........ — —  '[——-— 5,502 80 400- 00/...... sees 
Mason ..--«« eene nennen nnne nne "NM 5,452 40 500 00|...... cece 
Mercer.. cesse eese ese eoe ee eot oerte teras low resTeasces 3,640 52 850 00|....... senos 
Mineral .... .. eese cesaseeeeesseseses e seveseceseeesccees 1,865 60|^ 100 O00|............ 
Monongalia.......««««e eee eee enn ones 5,187 10 850 00/..... sues. 
Monroe. ccc coococononsroronanccnonones acccsssecgecsees 6,420 17 200 00i............ 
Morgan. e cocsscenerees cre teres senseeees vevees ceee - 1,711 14 250 00 00 84 
McDowell........4. eee ener vnc evveees cronos 866 80 170 QU|........ s... 
Nicholas. ...eses sssasesos, nennen nennen etn 8,255 86 187 50 1 25 
Ohio....... eere MEER eee 2,999 15 500 00 1 08 
Pendleton........ cecssccveccccssosenccesere s EE 4,216 20 125 00|............ 
Pleasanta.....- eee ener enne nter nonu 1,845 00] ».-.. A A 
Poeahontas «+. eos eee So. — 1,618 07 95 83|............ 
Preston... «..-.. ener nnn MM 4,961 80 300 00|............ 
Putnam.....««eeene «DAMM 2,496 00| 267 80| moco sees.. 
mn ————— nono» 2,055 28 250 00) :........... 
Inm mE——— 1,902 96 200 00} 00.92- 
Ritehie....... 11. ee eee ee eee eene eene eene ener anon 8,182 20 400 00; .1 09 
Roane........ TRIER oe" - 2 411 60 200 00]j..........-. 


Apportionment. 


y 


Salary of Count 
BSuperintend't 


Cast of educa- 
ting cacli pupil 
in attendance 
per month .* 


a AS ete inna earns 
* The estimates in this column are based on the actual attendance, while thoso zu Table B are 
based un the averuge attendance of children at school. 
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TABLE E.—Continued. 


Showing the apportionment of the General School Fund to each 
County April 1st, and the salary of County Superintendent, de. 


—_——— uu =ao=fz=-z=z === A AAA 

: P By Siad 

à Ps | X.25 

COUNTY. 5. SE Za 

4 EEE 

£x "a S398 

« n Oss 

E O «| $ 3,105 50 150 00|........... . 
E ES 2,769 00; 215 00$ 129 
ao AAA Rd — — 188 85 108 83|............ 
Upshur......... TA —Ü 9,088 50 250 00 1 00 
Wayne ie cesso cades Given ONU 4,021 76| 400 00|...... covaes 
EDI M c —— 475 38 50 00|....... sasos 
Wetzel.................. (——— 8,068 20 850 00} 00 70 
ITEM 1,598 20 250 00] oo... "rs 
iE A IA 6,212 05| 400 00|............ 
WY OMI E aero aea vh ek accord ca cin sin diia 1,792 94 150 00|........... 
Wheeling City. sorcrceeeeae T 6,377 55) 1,850 00 1 26 


Total........«. O e ees eoece $ 175,395 24|$15,152 07|............ 


41 


OFFICE oF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, 
District oF WHEELING, October, 1867, 
Hon. W. R. WHITE: . 
State Superintendent of Free Schools: 
Sir: I herewith transmit my Report, statistical and financial, of 
the schools of the District of Wheeling, for the scholastic year 
ending June 30th, 1867, giving all the items, as far as practicable, 
called for in the blank form which I received at your hand. 
Allow me to accompany the Report with the following statement; 


SCHOOL HOUSES. 


In the matter of school buildings, Wheeling has but little of 
which to boast, but few, if any, of its school houses comparing 
favorably with those of most other cities. Within the last two 
years, two handsome and convenient edifices have been erected, one 
located in Madison township, Seventh Ward of the city, the other 
in Webster township, Sixth Ward; the former at a cost, including 
furniture and grounds, of ten thousand six hundred and three 
dollars; the latter at a cost of sixteen thousand and twenty dollars. 
The rooms are commodious, well ventilated, well lighted, and pro- 
vided with modern furniture of the very best quality. . The Seventh 
Ward, or Madison school house, has four main rooms, seated to ac- 
commodate two hundred and forty pupils. The Sixth Ward, or 
Webster school house, contains six main rooms, and is furnished for 
the accommodation of three hundred and sixty-four pupils. The 
cost of the Madison and one wing of the Webster building, was 
included in my report of last year. The main building of the 
Webster school house was but recently finished, and will be paid 
for from the levy of 1867. The cost will be included in the finan- 
cial report for 1867-8. i 

The school houses of the First, Second and Fourth Wards of the 
city, built nearly twenty years since, while the public schools of 
Wheeling were in their infancy, are quite inadequate to the present 
necessities of the sub-districts in which they are located. Further- 
more, it may be remarked that both buildings and furniture are in 
a wretchedly dilapidated condition. The Board of Education con- 
template the erection, in each of these sub-districts, of a suitable 
school building, as soon as the finances of the District will justify. 
The hope is entertained that one or more of these buildings may be 
completed before the commencement of another school year. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY AND APPARATUS. i 


As yet, the schools of the District are without a library, and in 
the matter of apparatus, the quantity is so small as to be hardly 
deserving of mention. There will probably be little or no addition 
made to the present stock, until suitable school buildings shall have 
been provided for the accommodation of all the youth of school age 
within the District, or at least for all who would be likely to attend 


under the most auspicious circumstances. 


ENUMERATION OF YOUTH. 


In my Report I have made return of the number of youth of 
school age within the District, according to the census of July, 
1867; "the latest enumeration made,” constituting the basis for the 
distribution of the school appropriation. 


SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 


In estimating the per centage of attendance, I follow the rule 
adopted in most other cities, of comparing the average daily at- 
tendance with the average number of pupils belonging. This gives 
for the year ending June 30th, eighty-eight and a fraction, as the 
average per centage of attendance for the schools of the District. 
In a iew of the schools it rose above ninety, while in others it fell 
below eighty-eight. 

In securing regularity of attendance, much must depend upon 
the care, the vigilance, the ingenuity of the teacher. Yet, without 
stringent rules upon the subject, adopted by the school authorities, 
the efforts of the most faithful and successful teachers will avail 
but little in securing that regularity in school attendance which is 
desirable. 

All educators are agreed that nothing tends more effectually to 
demoralize a school than irregular attendance. Furthermore, it 
will not be denied that a large majority of parents, in the absence of 
any law making it imperative that pupils shall attend school regu- 
larly, will not unfrequently allow their children to be absent 
without a shadow of reason therefor. Hence arises a necessity for 
the adoption of rules regulating school attendance. And these 
rules should provide that no pupil shall be absent for even half a 
day, except some contingency arise rendering the absence necessary. 
And in such case, the parent should be required, either in person 
or by written note, to satisfy the teacher of the necessity of the 
absence. A note from a parent reading, “Please excuse my child 
for absence," or, "My child was absent with my permission," or "by 
my authority,” the teacher should be allowed to repudiate; and that 
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for the reason stated, that many parents, if allowed so to do, will 
permit their children to be frequently absent from school, without 
necessity, and some will even venture so far as to excuse their chil- 
dren for truancy. Were all parents reasonable and just in the 
government of their children, perhaps no rule upon the subject 
would be required; but since such is not the case, a law to secure 
regularity of attendance becomes a necessity, and no parent who 
regards the well-being of his child, or the character of the school 
which his child attends, will object to such a law. 

The following reasons have been assigned against absence and 
tardiness. They are well worth careful, attentive perusal on the 
part of parents, teachers, pupils and school authorities : 

1. The order of the entire school is interrupted. 

2. The teacher's time is wasted in recording the absences, and in 
attending to the excuses offered, and his mind is taxed to obvi- 
ate the evils of irregularity. 

3, The absentee has lost the lessons recited yesterday, and does 
not understand those portions of to-day’s lessons which depend on 
those of yesterday. 

4, The rest of the class are deprived of instruction, and are forced 
to lose their time while the teacher is instructing the delinquent. 

5. The reputation of the teacher and of the school both suffer 
from the delinquency. 

6. The pupil often betomes discouraged, and leaves school pre- 
maturely, with a false i impression of the value of education. 

7. He loses his position in his class, and it may become necessary 
to assign him a position in a class of inferior grade, 

8. His example and influence on other members of the class are 
bad. 

. 9. Discouraged in his studies, he becomes indolent, mischievous, 
and easily falls into vicious habits. 

10. Ilis habits and want of proper instruction render him less 
capable of transacting business, and a less worthy member of the 
community. 

In rural districts there are not the temptations and inducements 
for pupils to be absent from school, which prevail in a city, and the 
necessity does not arise for so stringent rules to secure regularity 
of attendance. 

I have been led to extend my remarks upon this important matter 
of school attendance, owing to the action of the Wheeling School 
Board, in December last, making a change of rule upon the subject. 


The 8th Article of the “ General Rules" adopted by the Board, 
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September 8th, 1865, provided that “any pupil returning to school 


after an absence of half a day or more, or coming in after school is 
open, shall, by a note from his parents or otherwise, satisfy the 
Principal that the absence or tardiness was unavoidable. In case of 
failure thus to satisfy the Principal, such pupil shall be treated as 
a truant or as may hereinafter be otherwise directed. But any 
pupil, who shall, from any cause whatever, except sickness, be ab- 
sent from school for five days during any consecutive four weeks, 
shall not be permitted to attend any school in the District during 
the remainder of the term, unless the parent or guardian can satisfy 
the Superintendent that the absence was unavoidable or necessary, 
Whereupon the Superintendent may issue a ticket for the readmis- 
sion of said pupil. " 

Rules similar to the foregoing, have been adopted by school au- 
thorities in all the principal cities of the country. In Boston, New 
York, Cleveland, Chicago, Cincinnati, St. Louis, and, I may add, 
most of the other cities, sickness is regarded as the only legitimate 
cause for absence. 

But, as remarked, the Wheeling Board, in December last, re- 
scinded the Rule adopted the year before, and substituted therefor 
another, under the operation of which parents may allow their 
children to be ever so irregular in their attendance at school. 
Teachers have no option in the matter. They must tamely submit, 
let the effect upon the schools be what it may. And that the ef- 
fect is more or less demoralizing every teacher is fully aware. The 
teachers in the Wheeling schools are a unit in favor of the former 
Rule, and it is much to be hoped that the Board of Education will 
very soon deem it wise to restore it. (Since the foregoing was 
written, the Board of Education, in response to a petition of the 
teachers, have thought proper to restore the former rule in all its 
essential features.) 

à AGE OF PUPILS. 

I have reported the average, age of pupils at ten years. Strict 
accuracy would place it at about ten and a half years. Inthe lower 
primary rooms, C and D Divisions, the average age is less than 
eight years; in the intermediate, A and B Divisions, about ten 
years, and in the Grammar school, over twelve and under thirteen 
years. 

TEACHERS. 

The number of Teachers employed in the schools of the District 
during the last year was forty-four,—males six, females thirty-eight. 
For the current school year the number has been increased to fifty, 
males eight, females forty-two. Six Principals are employed at 
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a salary of eleven hundred dollars. The Principal of the Fulton 
school receives seven hundred dollars. The lady Teachers in the 
Grammar schools are paid four hundred and foity dollars; in the 
A and .B Divisions of the Primary school, three hundred and 
eighty-five dollars; and in the C and D Divisions three hun- 
dred and sixty dollars per annum, These salaries may appear 
somewhat meagre, and in fact are so when compared to the 
wages paid to teachers in most other cities. But to the credit of 
the Wheeling Board of Education be it said, that no disposition has 
been shown to employ the lowest bidders as instructors in the pub- 
lic schools, irrespective of qualifications or fitness for a proper dis- 
charge of the important duties of the school-room, In fixing the 
salaries of teachers the Board have been governed by the limit of 
the means at their disposal, In general, a careful and judicious se- 
lection of teachers has been made. The Principals of the schools 
are gentlemen of fine literary and scholarly attainments, and zeal- 
ous workers in the cause of education. The lady Teachers are gen- 
erally earnest and faithful in the discharge of their duties, and quite 
as successful as can reasonably be expected. A few are laboring 
under the serious disadvantages arising from the occupancy of small, 
damp, illy-ventilated, and densely crowded rooms. These cannot, 
of course, be expected to accomplish the same amount of good, as 
those who labor under less discouraging circumstances. 

While it may be said that the teachers in our publie schools are 
generally faithful and energetic in the discharge of their duties, it 
cannot truthfully be said that, even with the same facilities, all are 
alike successful in their efforts as teachers, or, that all manifest the 
same desire to succeed. It cannot be denied that some have en- 
tered upon the business of teaching, with no intention of making. 
it a profession in the technical sense of the term, but with the pur- 
pose simply of following it as a means of livelihood, until something 

‘turns up whereby they may be enabled to maintain themselves in 
some other way. 

It is but reasonable to suppose that such will not enter upon 
their duties as teachers, with that degree of interest which those 
feel, who make choice of the profession, not simply as a means of 
obtaining food and raiment, but as a means of accomplishing the 
greatest possible good in their day and generation. The accom- 
plished, devoted teacher is God’s true minister. And while’ his 
labors may not be rightly appreciated, even by those who are de- 
riving most immediate benefit therefrom, and while he may be 
compelled by conventionalities of society, to hold a social position 
beneath a certain class, who, in all that constitutes true moral and 
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intellectual greatness, are by far his inferiors, it is his. satisfaction 
to know that he is accomplishing for humanity a good more endur- 
ing, and more important inits results, than can be brought about 
by any other agency. Beyond the comfort afforded by this reflec- 


tion, his reward is not of this world. Nevertheless, it will be sure 
to follow. 


- THE REPUTATION OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


It affords me pleasure to say that a large majority of the citizens of 
Wheeling, of all classes, regard our public schools with decided 
favor. In these “people's colleges " may be found children of our 
highest public functionaries, of many of our leading capitalists, 
bankers, merchants, manufacturers, mechanics and laborers,—child- 
ren of the rich and the poor, together plodding their way up the 
Hill of Science. Nowhere are thé beauty and genius of American 
institutions more clearly made to appear, than in the public schoois 
of the country. Thestatesman and the orator about to discourse 
upon the beauties and the advantages of republican institutions, 
might gain inspiration by first paying a visit to one of these public 
schools, 

COLORED SCHOOL, 


A separate school for the benefit of the colored youth of the city, 
was opened in Nov., 1866. Ground, in a central and eligible local- 
ity, was purchased by the Board, and a neat and commodious build- 
ing erected, sufficient for all the colored youth of the District of 
school age. The furniture, from the factory of Chase & Son, of : 
Buffalo, is of the best quality, and the room is one of the most 
pleasant and desirable in the city. The Board have expended 
nearly twenty-five hundred dollars upon this property. A frame 
structure, purchased with the ground, is occupied by the colored 
janitor, who has charge of the property. 

It may be proper to remark in this connection, that agents of the 
Freedmen's Bureau visited this city some months since, and after 
having learned what had been done for the educational interests 
of the colored population, decided that nothing remained for them 
to do. 

While the law contemplates the establishment of schools only for 
the admission of those between the ages of six and twenty-one 
years, it has been deemed advisable, owing to the fact that the 
colored population have heretofore been in a great measure de- 
prived of edueational facilities, to admit those over twenty-one 
years of age, who may desire to avail themselves of school benefits. 
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NUMBER OF PUPILS. 


It will be observed that under the head of “ No. attending school,” 
I have given, not the total number of different pupils enrolled, 
but the average number belonging to the schools of the District for 
the year. The total number of pupils registered during the year, ap- 
proximated to three thousand, or more than half the number of 
persons of school age within the District. 

Between Wheeling and other cities, a just comparison of the 
ratio of total attendance to the entire school enumeration, cannot 
fairly be instituted, since in Wheeling the enumeration is made to 
embrace all persons between the ages of six and twenty-one years, 
while in other cities none are included over sixteen years of age. 


CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 


The rule of our school Board, requiring teachers to make month- 
ly report of corporal punishments, giving the name, age and sex of 
the offender, nature of the offence, instrument used in inflicting the 
punishment, &c., I regard as an invaluable requirement, inasmuch 
as it has a tendency to prevent indiscriminate flogging, to reduce 
the number of cases of corporal punishment, and at the same time 
to promote order, and secure obedience to school regulations with- 
out resort to the rod. 

Teachers, being human, are liable to err; and having many things 
to encounter which tend to worry, and sorely to try the patience, 
may, without some restraining influence beyond that of mere self- 
control, inconsiderately or under sudden impulse, be led to employ 
severe measures, when reproof or other milder means might be at- 
tended with more beneficial results, Whereas, when it is under- 
stood by teachers, that if corporal punishment be resorted to, the 
facts of every case must be reported through the Superintendent to 
the Board of Education, they will be quite likely to reflect whether 
some milder punishment would not be likely to accomplish all that 
is desirable. 

Again, it is reasonable to presume that many children, who care 
but little for a slight or even substantial flogging, if the matter is, 
there to end, have too much pride to suffer the disgrace of being re- 
ported to the school authorities for having violated school laws, and 
having been subjected to bodily punishment as a penalty therefor. 
And a knowledge of the fact that, if thus punished, they must be 
so reported, has the salutary effect to deter many from the commis- 


sion of acts for which they would be liable to be punished and re- 
ported. 
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I have reported for the last schoel year, what may, at first thought, 


be regarded as a somewhat formidable number of corporal punish- 
ments. But when it is considered that the report embraces one 
entire year, and that the total enrollment of pupils was perhaps 
quite three thousand, and furthermore that the actual number of 
different pupils reported as having been punished, was probably 
not more than one for every twenty-five enrolled, the number of 
punishments reported will not appear immoderately large. 


TEACHERS’ EXAMINATIONS. 


The regular annual examination of teachers was held August lst, 
1866, Three special examinations were afterwards held, with ref- 
erence to_the filling of vacancies occasioned by resignations, 

Candidates for positions in the D Divisions of the primary schools, 
are required to undergo examination in the common branches only; 
for the C Division, in common English and History ; for the A and 
B Divisions, in common English, History and Physiology ; and for 
the Grammar schools, in common English, History, Natural Science, 
and Mathematics. Candidates are also questioned upon subjects of 
school government, and theory and practice of teaching. All ques- 
tions are submitted in writing, and written answers required. In 
order to obtain a number one certificate, full eighty per cent. of 
correct answers must be given. Few, comparatively, obtain certifi- 
cates of this grade. 


TEXT BOOKS. 


In the matter of text-books there is not entire uniformity in the 
schools of the District. This is an evil which will probably be 
remedied during the current school year, a committee of the Board 
now having the subject under advisement. 

I have lengthened this statement quite beyond my intention in 
the outset. I must not close, however, without an expression of 
gratitude to the Parent of Good, for the excellent educational fa- 
cilities with which this community is favored, and for the special 
manifestations of Providential goodness during the school year re- 
cently closed. : 

Most Respectfully Submitted, 
F. S. WILLIAMS, 
Superintendent of Schools, District of Wheeling. 


REPORTS 


FROM 


— 


COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 


BARBOUR COUNTY. 


It is with much embarrassment that I am compelled to send you 
so incorrect a report at so late a date. I have had a great deal of 
labor and trouble to obtain from the boards of education even the 
slightest report. Barker township has not yet sent in any report of 
schools, though they have had some schools. The other township 
boards failed to fill the blanks furnished them in an intelligible 
form as prescribed by law. They seem to need the necessary infor- 
mation and ability to make out such a statistical report as is now 
required, Some school reports are so obscure as not to admit of 
correction, and I am compelled to insert them in my own, imperfect 
as they are. i 


SCHOOLS. 


We have had but few schools this past summer. The want of 
houses and teachers is a great drawback. In this county there 
were thirty-four schools taught during all last winter and summer, 
in old houses and cabins, nearly all of which are unfit for schools, 
without regular seats or desks, or any furniture, cold in winter and 
cheerless in summer, situated in many instances, remote from the 
central portion of the districts. Many children are thus deprived 
of schools, and consequently much dissatisfaction and injustice is 
the result. | 

There are sixty-nine school districts in this county and only 
about eight professional teachers, and some of them not very good. 
Seven schools have been taught in this county during the year by 
subscription. 
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NEW SCHOOL HOUSES. 


Eight of these buildings have-been erected the past year, all to 
the credit of Union township. Each district in this township is 
now furnished ready for schools, with a house 22 by 30 feet, 10 feat 
from the floor to the ceiling above, well finished, ceiled inside, 
painted inside and out, at an average cost of $685. Each of “these 
buildings is furnished with improved seats and desks, black-boards, 
teacher's table, recitation seats, &c. Elk township has now under 
contract seven school houses of like dimensions as above to be com- 
pleted next year at nearly the same cost. Philippi township has 
also eight houses under contract. The other four townships are 
making some effort to have their school houses built, but are very 
slow. There is great difficulty in getting men to undertake’ these 
buildings at anything like a reasonable compensation. Much op- 
position is manifested to building school houses and to the school 
system generally in some portions of the county. 

Levi JOHNSON, 
County Supt. 


BERKELEY COUNTY. 


Although the condition of schools in this county during the past 
year, and the workings of the free school system have not been as 
satisfactory as the friends of the system could have desired, yet in 
view of the facts that it is entirely a novelty with us, that our 
school officers were altogether without experience, and it had to 
encounter the most bitter opposition from those who should have 
been its warmest friends, there are grounds of encouragement rath- 
er than despondency. 

A few of our teachers were without experience, but they gener- 
ally displayed commendable energy and tact in the discharge of 
their duties. Several causes have contributed to diminish their use- 
fulness and increase the difficulties of their situation. Among 
these may be reckoned, first, the diversity of text-books. Many of 
the patrons refusing to procure the books prescribed by law, thus 
putting it out of the power of the teachers to classify their pupils 
properly, and compelling them to struggle along as best they could, 
with scarcely any system in their operations. Secondly, the strong 
prejudice existing in the minds of a larger portion of the community 
against the free school system. Where parents hate and despise 
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the system, the children will naturally-partake of the same feeling : 
hence they will have respect neither for the school nor the teacher. 
This opposition has contributed greatly to diminish the number or 
pupils attending school, as well as to retard the progress of those 
in attendance; but this spirit is gradually giving way, and, it is to 
be hoped, will in a few years entirely disappear. 

Eighteen new houses were built in the county during the past 
year, to which if we add the five built in Mill Creek township at 
the close of the previous year, but paid for, as were the others, out 
of the levy of 1866, we have twenty-three new houses erected 
and seven old ones repaired, at a cost, including furniture, land, 
&c., of about $17,750. The reports of the several townships, exclu- 
sive of Martinsburg, show an aggregate balance of $2,581 98 for 
school purposes, and of $1,157 26 for building. A two-story build- 
ing, 90x80 feet, was purchased for the use of the graded school in 
Martinsburg for $7,500, and provided with furniture at an expense 
of $1,500, which, with repairs, &c., amounted to $10,256 98, [This 
housé with the lot attached was certainly very desirable for the 
purposes of a graded school. The high ceilings, the spacious porch- 

es and the ample means for recreation in the open air, together 
with a good corps of teachers, make it a great acquisition to this 
enterprising place. At my last visit about 400 pupils were en- 
rolled, and the prospects are, if the teachers of this school continue 
to progress in self-improvement, and in addition to the several de- 
partments now existing a high class be organized, this school will 
be a source of gratification (as well of profit) to the citizens of 
Martinsburg. Gen'l Supt.] 

The school houses built thus far, will not of course, compare with 
those in states, where the free school system has been in operation for 
years, but it will be remembered,‘that the Boards of Education had 
to solve the difficult problem of providing houses suitable to the 
wants of the county without adding too much to the burden of 
taxes already resting upon the people. The school houses are vast- 
ly superior to those formerly in use, and it is encouraging to find 
those most recently built and those in course of erection, much su- 
perior to those first erected. 

The 54th section of the school law makes it the privilege of the 
county superintendent to recoramend such. modification of the law 
as, in his opinion, will be beneficial. 

I would therefore, respectfully inquire, whether the mode of 
transferring pupils from one district to another, as provided for in 
section 14, is not susceptible of improvement. This section, as I 
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understand it, makes it the duty of the trustees of the district in 
which the pupils reside or of that to which they are to be trans- 
ferred to make the proposed change. Now pupils living in one 
district may make application to the trustees of an adjoining one 
and be received into the school of that district, while the trustees 
of the districts to which they belong, believing that the transfer 
was made without due cause, may refuse to ratify the change and: 
to transfer any portion of their funds to the adjoining district. 
This difficulty has already arisen in our county, and will probably 
occur frequently in the future. If the transfer can be made by the 
trustees of the district, to which the pupils are transferred without 
the concurrence of those in the district to which they belong, such 
transfers are likely to be of frequent occurrence and for reasons al- 
together different from those contemplated in the law. 1 would 
therefore, suggest whether it would not be desirable to make the 
transfer dependent upon the concurrence of both districts, and in 
case of their non-concurrence to refer the mattér to the county 
superintendent or some other party. 

Again the duties of commissioners and trustees do not appear to 
be clearly defined in regard to the repairs and improvements of 
school houses and the buildings and grounds pertaining thereto. 
According t to the 37th section, these duties appear plainly to de- 
volve upon the boards of education, while the 22d section seems to 
give the same power to the trustees. Controversies have arisen on 
this point, and it is to be feared they will be of frequent occurrence 
in future, unless the duties of the two parties are distinctly defined. 
Controversies have also arisen between commissioners and trustees 
in regard to the uses to which school houses may be devoted. The 
latter contending that as the house was built for the benefit of the 
district, they have a right to use it for any purpose they desired, 
—the former maintaining that as the houses are built by a tax 
upon the whole township, it is unfair that one portion of the people, 
who take good care of their houses, should be taxed to repair the 
damages done to others by using them for purposes different from 
those for which they were intended. 

I have noticed in my regular visits that those houses which have 
been used as churches, places for holding courts, elections, singing 
schools, &c., were greatly injured and abused, while those not thus 
used were in comparatively good condition, and I would respect- 
fully suggest whether some additional legislation upon this matter 
is not needed. 
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The long delay in sending my annual report, was occasioned by 
the difficulty of obtaining the township reports some of which were 
received in the last few days. 

JOHN CANBY, 
County Supt, 


' BOONE COUNTY. f 


I was appointed county superintendent in September last, giving 
my bond at the September Circuit Court. Learning from Mr. G. 
W. Standley, my predecessor, that he had made no report for the 
year ending 31st of August, 1867, and that his bad health would 
prevent him from doing so, I called upon him for the reports of the 
Boards of Education, which had been made to him prior to my ap- 
pointment. These were furnished, but they were so incomplete 
that I could make no intelligent report from them. I have tried 
to get from the boards other and more full reports, but as they 
have up to this time failed to furnish them, I am forced to send to 
you just such items as have been reported. From Scott, Sherman 
and Crook townships you will find no financial report at all, simply 
the enumeration of youth. I learn, however, unofficially that levies 
have been made in those three townships, and that school houses 
are being built in all the districts. In Peytona, Washington and 
Mud townships you will find financial matters only partially re- 
ported. They have made the levies authorized by law, have 
some of the school houses finished, and others in course of erection. 
Schools were kept only in Peytona and Washington up to the 31st 
of August last. 

The school houses that have been built in this county, are all 
good log buildings and I have good reason to believe that every 
district in the county will soon be furnished with one, but for want 
of the facts, I cannot report their cost. 

But few schools were kept, on account of want of houses ready 
for use, and for want of teachers competent to teach and willing to 
. take the oath required by the law. The want of school houses will 
soon be remedied, and were ¿he oath restriction removed, the want of 
teachers would not be so severely felt and the whole school system 
would work better in this county. It is also difficult to get the 
boards of education to act promptly, some, because they do not take 
proper interest, and some, because they are incompetent. I hope 
by the 31st of next August a much more satisfactory report can be 
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made, The statistical report shows forty colored children in the 
county, so scattered that no separate school has been established for 
them. There is one school in the county not sustained by county or 
township tax. 
J. P. WILLIAMS, 
County Supt. 


BRAXTON COUNTY. 


I thought a year ago that I would have been able to make my 
annual report of the schools of this county in due time, but owing 
to the fact that the reports of the boards of education had to be re- 
turned (some of them as often as three times) for correction, it has 
consumed the time up to the present, and still the reports are all 
more or less defective. This, I suppose, is owing to a lack of 
knowledge or energy on the part of the various officers whose duty 
ib is to make out the reports. There are four townships in this 
county, three of which have reported, to-wit: Lincoln, Olay and 
Washington, Franklin has made no report. Lincoln township does 
not report any houses. Why this is I am not able to say, I think 
that the board of education has deeds to several school lots with 
houses on them. Washington township reports five houses. Clay 
reports none. The former Board of Clay township had let to con- 
tract four houses in Districts No. 1, 2 and 8, which were to be 
completed by November ist. The present Board, for some cause 
or other, set aside those contracts, which leaves the township desti- 
tute of school houses, except those built by private enterprise. 

In all the schools that I have visited, I found a commendable 
zeal manifested on the part of teacher and pupil to conform to the 
present school system, but for want of good houses, and school room 
comforts, the advancement of the educational interests of the county 
is very much retarded. This lack is principally attributable to the 
want of energy in the various Boards of Education. I spent a por- 
tion of my time during the past year in surveying lots for school 
houses and procuring deeds for the same. The owners of the land 
of which the Board made selections for school house sites made do- 
nations of the lots. This of itself should have stimulated the offi- 
cers whose duty it was to attend to the securing of permanent loca- 
tions for schools. 
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SCHOOL LAW. 

I think it would be better, for thinly populated counties, for the 
law to be so changed as to reduce the number of officers and make 
each county Superintendent devote all his time in visiting the va- 
rious schools in his county and see in person that all the statistical 
and financial business of the different townships and districts is 
properly kept. This being done, it would tend very much to keep 
the school business uniform and the Superintendent would be re- 
sponsible for any defect that might occur in making his annual 
report. As the law now stands you ask the county Superin- 
tendent why his report is defective, and he will say the fault is 
with the Board of Education, and they will blame the trustees, 
dic. A philosophical fact is, the fewer the wheels required to 
run a machine, the less friction there is. In regard to the 
building fund, I think each District should be held responsible. 
Were this.the case, there would be no hard feelings between Districts, 
and I think it would have a tendency to secure a better style of 
houses, than under the present law which gives the Board the 
power of making the township equally responsible. District No. 1 
requires a house for thirty scholars, while District No. 2 requires 
one for sixty, and would build a house of this size as willingly as 
District No. 1 would build one for thirty scholars. Butif you blend 
the two, it creates unfriendly feeling between the Districts. We 
have held no institutes, nor has there been any associations held in 
the county. Three or four schools sustained by private enterprise 
were kept during the year, but none of this class are now in opera- 
tion. 

D. S. SQUIRES, 
County Supt. 


CABELL COUNTY. 


During the present year, schools have been taught in most of the 
districts. Where this was not the case, no suitable house was ready. 
The attendance has not been so large as it might have been, but 
we have (taking every thing into consideration,) small grounds for 
complaint. 

Our teachers are, generally speaking, good material, (some im- 
ported,) and in a few years we hope to compare favorably with any 
county in the state. . 

Statistical information will be embodied in another report, which 
will be forwarded as soon as practicable. I have endeavored to ob- 
tain complete returns, but have failed for the following reasons : 
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First. Some of our trustees are guiltless of autography, and as 
a matter of course, have failed to make any report. 

Secondly. Our county and township lines have all been changed 
(with one exteption,) during the present year, and no provision 
was made for settlements, transfers, &c. 

Our school houses are hewed log, with but two exceptions (Guy- 
andotte, brick, and E. D. Wright’s, frame.) Some of them are 
roomy and comfortable; others just the reverse, a disgrace alike to 
builders and receivers, hardly fit for pig pens or cow stables. 

I have visited twenty-nine schools, found very little that needed 
correction. All the townships have laid the levies required by law, 
and also made return of the enumeration of youth. Say to the 
Legislature this winter; “Hands off, Gentlemen, our school law 
does very well.” Will not the weak districts suffer if all the 
school money is all apportioned according to the enumeration of 
youth? The five barley loaves and two small fishes have caused 
us all the trouble we have. 

Ww. ALGEO, 
County Supt. 


CLAY COUNTY. 


I regret that from all the information I have been able to obtain 
my reports are meagre and unsatisfactory. Neither trustees or 
township boards have made full and correct reports. Henry town- 
ship made no levy last year for building purposes, and conse- 
quently the amount of receipts from levy in my statistical report 
is incorrect. I report what townships report to me. 

Henry township has two school houses under contract. * Buffalo, 
has four. The amount paid by these townships is all that is report- 
ed by me. Every district but one, in Union township has a school 
house. A house is rented in the excepted district for an indefinite 
period at $8 25 per year. The Board does not report the amounts 
levied for schools or buildings. I made a visit to each school and 
district in the county. I found the people generally in favor of 
the free school system, but I found in none of the schools more than 
half the number that could attend. I found that parents had 
failed to obtain the necessary books for their children in proper 
time. The interruption of navigation by ice prevented the obtain- 
ing of books till the close of the schools. I found some opposition 
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to the adopted text-books, some considering them an innovation. 
The schools will open earlier this year. Houses could not be ob- 
tained last year. 

This year there will be a school in each district, and in some dis- 
tricts there will be two. In my visits to the schools, I endeavored 
to impress upon the minds of the people the importance of sustain- 
ing our School System. My usual method of examination was to 
hear and conduct one or two recitations. I generally addressed 
the pupils and teacher briefly on the importance of improving their 
time and the privileges they enjoyed. 

CLAYBURNE PIERSON, 
County Supt. 


GREENBRIER COUNTY. 


OFFICE County SUPERINTENDENT OF FREE SCHOOLS, 
FRANKFORD, GREENBRIER County, Dec. 2, 1867. 


To the State Superintendent of Free Schools : 


DEAR Str: I herewith transmit to you my 2nd annual report 
of the free school system in this county, and the condition of the 
schools organized under its provisions. Much delay has been oc- 
casioned in trying to obtain reports from the different Boards of 
Education conforming strictly to the requisitions of the law. Some 
of the township reports were returned for correction, others were 
not sent in until the last of November. But, notwithstanding these 
efforts to obtain correct reports, they are still very deficient and 
unsatisfactory. Most of our school officers are men wholly unac- 
quainted with any publie business, and are only holding office by 
the extreme pressure of circumstances; and some of the trustees are 
entirely ignorant of their duties, having never seen a copy of the 
school law. I received eighty-five copies of the revised laws, which 
I distributed among the townships in about the ratio of their No. 
of Districts. We have about one hundred and seventy-five school 
officers in this county, this would leave one-half of them without a 
copy of the school law. I think some of the Boards of Education 
have been very remiss in distributing the laws furnished them. The 
majority of the officers are honestly working up to their capacity, 
though Iam constrained to believe that some of our officers are ene- 
mies to the system and have done usmuchinjury. Experience will 
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do its share toward improvement by another year, the burthen of 
three years taxation is now principally removed, and the recupera- 
tive energies of an intelligent community blessed with natural re- 
sources of wealth give us certainly prospects for a better record 
next year. l 
We are unquestionably making some progress in the right di- 
rection, in opening the door of intelligence to the destitute and 
poverty stricken, as well as to delicate sons of luxury ; to the home- 
less orphan, whose father bared his manly breast to the shock of 
battle, and fell under its cruel stroke, as well as to those favored 
by the endearments of parental protection. But still our progress 
is lamentably slow, nor is it to be wondered at if we consider the 
almost unsurmountable obstacles that we must combat at every step. 
The novelty of the system, to the people here, the distrust or even 
contempt with which innovations on established usage are received, 
especially if those innovations come from the North, the prejudices 
of the aristocracy who never manifested much interest in common 
schools, who sent their children abroad to boarding schools, insti- 
tutes and colleges, and if they did not all return prodigies of wis- 
dom, humanity and piety, they were never wanting in loquacity, 
which their doating papas and mammas considered the all-import- 
ant qualification to fit their sons for the high places of earth, and 
their daughters for the piano, who having escaped the degradation 
consequent upon an association with the vulgar herd in the common 
school room, of course no place was left for higher aspiration. Is it 
reasonable to suppose that they should submit without a life-strug- 
gle, to be taxed for the purpose of building creditable school houses, 
when their sense of honor will not permit their children to enter 
them? No, they consider the whole thing a concoction of radical 
malignity, for the purpose of effecting their degradation. The 
pseudo politicians (the mere tools and mouth pieces of the former 
class) who have lost their power and position by their past action, 
the scarcity of money and the very heavy demand made upon the 
people in the way of taxation, the want of suitable houses and 
competent teachers all form a combination of opposing influences 
in this county, which, I suppose is not met with to an equal ex- 
tent in any other part of the State. 

That part of the school law which requires the school commis- 
sioners to serve without compensation certainly is not calculated 
to insure us good commissioners, or to stimulate even incompetent 
ones to energy; much of the delay in this county has been occa- 
sioned by this feature in the law. I think there are many reasons 
for urging an amendment, Some of our townships embrace an area 
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of inore than 200 square miles, and will require ten or twelve new 
houses, sites are to procure, and in many cases by process of law ; each 
Board must be a building committee, with a great deal of labor to 
perform for a number of years. I think common honesty'as well 
as policy demand that they should be paid. Our township clerks 
and treasurers do not get their tax lists in propertime. The coun- 
ty Assessor must assess a whole county or large district, make out 
property and land books, submit them for.inspection, and by the 
time the treasurers get them it is time the trustees should make 
their reports; they are obliged to postpone these reports indefinite- 
ly, or make incomplete returns. How would it answer to dispense 
with a county assessor? Give each township an assessor, say the 
township clerk, or if better make it an independent office; then by 
the time one township could be assessed they might all-be assessed. 
We have reason to suppose the books could be made more correct, 
and certainly the assessment ought to cost less than if performed by 
a county assessor. The township returns might be made to the 
county recorder, or clerk of the board of supervisors. This may be 
too great an innovation, but our present system is very tedious. 
anything is desirable that will enable us to come to time. No tax 
was collected within the year ending August 31st, 1807. We re- 
port the amount called for on the tax lists, which for building pur- 
poses is'$5,907, and school purposes $11,249. It is impossible to 
tell with certainty what part of this amount will be collected ; 
some of the wealthiest men in the county have refused to pay the 
township levy, and they think they will be able effectually to resist 
its collection. There have been nineteen schools in operation, thir- 
teen taught by males and six by females. I think the time not far 
distant when the peculiar fitness of females to take charge of the 
early education of our youth will be more fully appreciated. With 
one or two exceptions our schools have been efficiently conducted, 
and have given general-satisfaction. 

Many of our townships have been inconveniently districted. The 
number of districts will probably be increased one-third. 'Some of 
our districts are twelve or fifteen miles in length. Large districts 
with two or more schools are a source of general contention and dis- 
satisfaction, and still it seems a necessity, since it is impossible to 
get efficient trustees for our limited number of districts. In many 
cases the boards of trustees have employed teachers, offering them 
as much for one month's services as their district will be entitled to 
receive in one year. Whether this course has been pursued through 
ignorance or through willful opposition to sound policy, I know not. 
Surely economy is not a virtue with some of our officers. I visited 
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one of our schools sometime since. I found a teacher (in a hovel 
under the misnomer of school house) surrounded by five young 
hopefuls mounted upon slabs from a neighboring saw-mill; no 
black board, except the smoked walls of the dilapidated building, 
and there was great necessity for a candle, though then about ten 
o'clock, A. M. This man had been teaching about a month, with 
about the same number of pupils, nor was there a prospect of much 
increase. I inquired of the teacher what compensation he was 
getting; he told me forty dollars per month. While this is an ex- 
treme case there are others approaching it closely. To resort to ` 
taxation in these poor mountain townships, that would continue 
schools as directed by law, under such expenditure would amount 
to confiscation. How shall we remedy this evil? Make the trus- 
tees personally responsible for the amount of money they promise a 
teacher, above the amount due their districts in one year? One of 
our greatest obstacles is a want of proper houses, and in those sec- 
tions most wanting there is the greatest opposition to improve- 
ment. We have had some good houses erected this season, and 
preparations are making to complete quite a number during the 
year 1868. In visiting schools I have, usually beside catechising 
the classes pretty freely, generally given the students a short lec- 
ture. Teachers’ associations seem to be an impracticability here at 
present. I hope this state of affairs will not long exist. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Z. TRUEBLOOD, 
County Supt. 


re 


HAMPSHIRE COUNTY. 


Romney, December, 1867. 
Pror. W. R. WHITE: 
State Superintendent of Public Schools: 

DEAR SIR: As the time of my official relation to this County, 
as Superintendent of Public Schools, is drawing to a close, and no 
changes in the school law can promote my personal interest. I can 
now, with a better grace, than heretofore, state to you, the conclu- 
sions, which have been forced upon me, by the practical working of 
the school system during the past few years. The first conclusion 
to which I have come is an agreeable one; the belief that there is a 
growing desire in this county for the success of public schools, and 
this in the face of the fact, that most of our old teachers, whom 
they desired, have been shut out of the schools by the oath requir- 
ed; while mere novices, in many instances, have to fill their places. 


61 

My next conclusion is, that there are too many School Officers, 
‘perhaps two Aundred in this county. This of itself is a weight, 
that clogs the school machinery l 

More, however, would have been done, by these officers had they 
been paid, and been made to feel, as they ought, their responsi- 
bility. .On account of their receiving no pay, much is neglected 
that ought to be done. I see no remedy for this evil, but abolish- 
ing the whole Trustee Syatem, and leaving the School Commission- 
ers to act without them. Next, I would reduce the number of 
School Commissioners; from three, to only one in each township. 
This one in each township, could then be paid for his services suf- 
ficiently, to give his time to the duties required. 

Again, I am led to the conclusion, that the stability and progress 
of our publie schools, may, to say the least, be hindered and en- 
dangered, especially in the out-set, by Boards of Supervisors; who 
may be elected, in times of political excitement, on merely party 
grounds; and even, sometimes, on grounds of opposition to the 
system. Such Supervisors would naturally use the power vested 
in them, to lessen the salary of the County Superintendent, and 
cripple his energies; or by refusing to pay him more than the 
smallest legal amount, render it impracticable for him to give his ` 
time, the time that he ought, to his official duties. 

The salary or the County Superintendent, might be determined, 
and made permanent, by the Legislature; and thus taken out of 
the hands of such Boards. 

Neither the system, nor its statistical reports is yet understood 
by our school officers. It is yet too much a novelty with them; 
and consequently a better or fuller report, could hardly have been 
expected this present year. 

Wishing suecess to the cause of Publie Schools, as also to my 
worthy successor elect, who is approved of, especially by the friends 
of the cause. 

I am, with great respect, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
Tuos. A), KELLAR, 
County Supt. 
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HARRISON COUNTY. 


W. R. Warri: 
State Superintendent of Free Schools: . i 


Sır: In my report of last year, I was unable to comply with 
that section of the school law which requires County Superinten-. 
dents to make a detailed report of the condition and character of 
the schools within his county, from the fact that I did not assume 
the duties of this office, until after all the schools for the year had 
closed, and I had no means whatever of learning anything concern- 
ing them. 

This year I have traveled over the county several times—visited 
most of the schools—noted carefully everything that I thought 
would be of interest to the Department, and am therefore able to 
give a tolerably correct account of all things pertaining to school 
affairs. 

Harrison county is divided into ten townships, and one indepen- 
dent school district, and contains ninety-three sub-districts. 


CONDITION OF EACH TOWNSHIP. 


CLARK TOWNSHIP.—This township though the wealthiest in the 
county, is behind several of the others in point of substantial im- 
provement. The Board of Education is composed of good business 
men, who are warm friends of free schools, yet they have not man- 
ifested as much zeal in the cause as the times seemed to demand, 
While they have done their duty in providing the districts with 
schools, they have failed almost entireiy in providing suitable 
school houses, 

There are no school houses finished, and but one in course of erec- 
tion in the township. The Board of Education, however, are mak- 
ing preparation to have several erected soon, and by the close of 
next year, I am persuaded, that Clark will not be far behind any of 
the townships. 

Seven schools were open in this township, during the past school 
year,—six white and one colored—all with one exception were 
taught by tolerably competent teachers. 

The people of Clark are generally without regard to party or sect, 
favorable to common schools, and manifest a willingness to bear 
patienily the burden of heavy taxes, necessary to get our system of 
free schools into successful operation. i 

COAL TOWNSHIP.—The voters of Coal township, at two or three 
called meetings, refused to be taxed for school purposes, consequent- 
ly, there were no public schools in Coal, except in one district (the 
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fourth,) which united with the sixth district of Clark township, and 
formed the Union School of Clarksburg. This school was divided 
into five grades, and taught by six teachers, Prof. John Connor, 
being Principal. All the branches required by law were taught, as 
well as some of the higher English branches, vocal music, Latin 
and Greek. 

There are no public school houses in this township, and none be- 
ing built. 

The school officers, formerly, have been men who were not favor- 
able to free schools, and by refusing or rather neglecting to perform 
the duties required of them, have left the school interest of the 
township at a stand still. However, I am happy to say, that, a 
majority of the present school commissioners are the friends of our 
free school system, and have in accordance with law, levied a tax 
for both school and building purposes, and next year the people in 
this part of the county will-enjoy the advantages of free schools, 

There is considerable opposition to the present school law in this 
township owing in a great measure to the fact, that so little has 
been done by the school officers of the township to make it effective. 
It is to be hoped, that, when the schools get fairly started and the 
people begin to appreciate the advantages that must eventually 
arise from them, that this opposition will entirely cease. 

GRANT TOWNSHIP.—The voters of Grant township, like those of 
Coal, with the exception of two districts, said by their ballots, that 
they wanted no schools. 

Although the people refused to be taxed for school purposes, the 
board of education determined to build school houses, and for this 
purpose, levied a tax of seven mills on the dollar. Every school 
house not already finished is either in course of erection, or under 
contract. The opposition to free schools in this section is not so 
great as formerly. I speak advisedly, when I say that a large ma- 
jority of the people of this township are now favorable to common 
schools. 

The Board of Educatson deserve much credit for the manner in 
which they have discharged the duties required of them. One 
member of the board especially, though one of the heaviest tax pay- 
ers in the township has nevertheless been one of the most zealous 
supporters of our schoo] system—no labor has been too great for 
him to perform in its favor—his example is worthy of imitation. 

ELK TOWNSHIP.—There are seven districts in this township. 

Schools were open in all of them but one. Teachers employed 
were tolerably competent and attentive. ' 

The Board of Education report three houses finished. One of 
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these is a new house constructed according to an approved plan and 
is provided with comfortable seats and desks. The other two are 
old buildings entirely too small and poorly constructed. The pro- 
gress in this township has been slow, nevertheless, there is much 
that is encouraging. A little more energy on the part of the 
school commissioners, would soon place Elk in the foremost rank 
among the townships. 

TEN-MILE TOWNSHIP.—I have received no report from this town- 
ship. The clerk (Mr. Wood,) informed me, that, the trustees had 
failed to report to the Board of Education, and that no report 
could be made to the County Superintendent. 

Schools were open in every district in the township. 

The schools with a few exceptions, were taught in old dwelling 
houses rudely fitted up for the emergency--seats were made of slabs, 
desks of boards fastened to the walls by wooden pins. Some of 
these houses were without stoves, and during the winter months 
both teachers and pupils suffered much from cold. 

There is nothing in the township as far as I have seen, meriting 
the name of school house, although a few buildings have been 
erected for that purpose, not, however, according to any approved 
plan. 

The teachers of this township formed themselves into a township 
association, and met every alternate Saturday. Much good was 
done by these meetings. It it to.be hoped that teachers in other 
parts of the county willimitate their example in this respect. ' 

SARDIS TOWNSHIP.—The people of Sardis township have not work- 
ed as harmoniously together in regard to school affairs, as could be 
wished. In one part of the township very indifferent school houses 
were erected, and the people in that section thought that all the 
houses in the township should be built upon the same plan. While 
in other localities the people would be satisfied with nothing short 
of good and substantial buildings. This created considerable con- 
tention between the different sections, which, however has been 
quieted by the board of education agreeing to remodel the houseg 
already built, and to construct the others according to an approved 
plan. The houses referred to above are all miserable structures, 
adapted in no respect to the purpose for which they were designed. 
They are entirely too small, and too low, poorly furnished, or rather 
not furnished at all. I do not know whether our former county 
superintendent approved the plan of these houses or not, but am 
inclined to think they were built without consulting him. For my 
part I could not approve of such buildings under any circumstan- 
ces. 
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Five schools were open during the year. The teachers were in- 
‘ferior in an educational point to those employed in other parts of 
the county, still they were the best that could be obtained. 

When I take into consideration the disadvantages under which 
the people have labored, the unimproved state of the land, the evils 
of a divided school board and with all a strong current of opposi- 
tion against free schools. I am compelled to say that Sardis town- 
ship has done well. 

EAGLE TOWNSHIP.— Bight schools were in session in this township, 
two districts were without schools. The teachers, with one excep- 
tion, were well qualified to teach, and their labor was generally ap- 
preciated by the people. Eagle township has taken the lead of the ' 
other townships in the erection of school houses. Seven have been 
built within the past year, all of these are not yet furnished with 
seats and desks, but will be in the course of a few weeks. The 
board of education is composed of energetic business men, who 
deserve much praise for the zeal they have manifested in the 
discharge of their onerous duties. B 

The cause of free schools has but few enemies in this part of the 
county. Allthe prominent men of the township are enlisted in its 
favor, and know no such word as fail. 

CLAY TOWNSITP.—Schools were open in all of the districts of Clay 
but one. The teachers employed will compare favorably with any 
in the the county in point of intelligence and devotion to their 
calling. 

Five school houses are completed; four were built during the 
past year, ; 

This township is fortunate in having a good school board, who 
ave doing all they can to make their schools what they should be. 
The prospects in Clay are truly encouraging. - 

Simpson township was without schools, simply because the peo- 
ple valued a few dollars more highly than the education of their 
children. l 

The free school system has met wilh more opposition in this 
township than in any other, The members of the board of educa- 
tion were threatened with violence for levying a tax for building 
purposes. Happily -for the cause of free schools, the board was 
composed of men of nerve who did their duty in spite of threats. 
There are now several school houses in course of erection, and in all 
probability, before the close of the next school year every district 
in ihe township will be provided with convenient and suitable 
houses. 


9—Sonoop Rep. 
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UNION TOWNSHIP.—There has not been as much done in this town- 
ship as I was led to expect. Union township lies in one of the 
finest sections in the county, and the people, if they had the will, 
are able to take the lead in almost everything pertaining to 
schools. 

A little more energy on the part of the school commissioners 
would no doubt soon place Union township in a far better condition 
than now. 

Very little has been done in the way of providing school houses, 
no new ones have been built and but two old ones purchased. 

Of the six schools in the township all but one were taught in old 
buildings, rudely furnished for the emergency. It is to be hoped 
that things will look better a year hence. 


LABORS AS COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 


In accordance with appointments previously made known by 
means of printed handbills, I early last fall visited each township, 
for the purpose of examining teachers. In my notices I made a 
special request for all who expected to teach in the county, to 
attend one of these public examinations. On filling these appoint- 
ments but few presented themselves as candidates for the important 
position of teacher. I traveled over the entire county, and examined 
ten teachers. This, indeed, looked discouraging. Ninety-three 
schools and ten teachers. I was ata loss to know how to supply the 
deficiency. I thought of trying to get teachers from Pennsylvania 
to come over and help us. But, before I had matured any plan of 
action, I began to receive almost daily calls from teachers, asking 
for private examinations. These calls continued until I had ex- 
amined a sufficient number to supply the demand. When candi- 
dates were interrogated why they had not attended one of my 
public examinations, if a lady, the reply generally was to the effect 
that she was a little timid, and easily embarrassed before strangers, 
and consequently naturally shrank from a public examination. If 
a gentleman, I commonly received a reply somewhat like this. 
* Well, indeed sir, I had no intention whatever of teaching until a 


. few days ago, when some of my friends told me they thought I 
' was competent to teach, and urged me to come and try for a certifi- 


cate."  Paltry excuses, indeed, but perhaps better than none. I 
am decidedly of the opinion that it would be an advantage to 
teacliers, as well as to common schools, if private examinations 
were prohibited by law. Asa general thing, those who dodge a 
publie examination are the most indifferent teachers in the commu- 
nity, who take no pains to improve themselves, and seek a private 
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examination in order that the public may not know how poorly they 
are qualified for the important position of teacher. Do away with 
private examinations, and such teachers will be either forced to 
study or quit the profession. | 

Iu addition to the branches then required by law, I invariably 
examined each applicant in the theory of teaching, and when found 
defective, or as was frequently the case, destitute of any theory, I 
always gave him such instruction in this regard as I thought would 
be useful. b 

I generally took the liberty to inquire of teachers what books 
they had read on teaching. A very large majority had never seen 
a work on the subject, and a few old fogies said they had never 
read anything of the kind, and never intended to read any book on 
the subject of teaching, because they regarded such works as worse 
than useless and in no way beneficial to the teacher. To the credit 
of the teachers in the county be it said that I found but few of this 
class among them. Our teachers generally seem anxious to avail 
themselves of any means within their reach to improve theníselves 
in the theory and practice of teaching. Many of the teachers who 
were examined last fall have been re-examined this, and in many 
cases the most decided improvement has been exhibited. Some 
who received certificates of the lowest grade last fall upon re-ex- 
amination have been found to merit No. 8, while others who had 
received a medium grade were found to merit still better certifi- 
cates. 


- 


GRANTING CERTIFICATES. 


From the time I assumed the duties of this office, up to the pres- 
ent, I have issued one hundred and twenty-one certificates, eighteen 
No. 1's, and one hundred and three of lower grades. 

I granted certificates to a few who, in an educational point, were 
not entitled to receive them. My apology for this is, that teachers 
were scarce, and if I had not given a few very indifferent teachers 
certificates some districts where nothing more than the primary 
branches were required would have been deprived of schools, which 
would have given the citizens of those districts some grounds for 
railing against our school system. In giving an unqualified person 
privilege to teach, I acted in accordance with the opinion, that a 
poor teacher is better than none, and that it is better to learn to 
read and write badly than not to learn to read and write at all. 
I believe the day is not far distant (in this county at least,) when 
there will be no necessity of giving certificates to unworthy appli- 


cants. 
| 
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Among all that applied for certificates, I was compelled to reject 
ten. The ignorance cf these was so palpable, that I could not 
license them to teach under any circumstances. 

One of the candidates, whom I was compelled to reject, had 
“kept” school seven terms, and came highly recommended by his 
friends and neighbors as a man well qualified ts take charge of a 
school. I gave him a list of questions on the different branches 
with the request, that he would write out the answers. After 
studying very intently for about six hours he returned the ques- 
tions having atlempled to answer but one. The question read 
thus: “On what are the fundimental principles of our system of 
Notation based ?" He answered “ On the principles of right and 
justice.” This man thought it cruelly hard to be refused a certif- 
icate. I give this example merely to show what kind of teachers 
under the old school system, was employed in some of our schools. 


SCHOOL VISITATIONS. 


Owing to the fact before stated, that I was detained at home 
during the entire fall examining teachers, I did not commence 
visiting schools, until after the cold weather had set in. However, 
I was able to visit nearly all the schools in the county, once, and a 
few the second time. The schools I failed to visit, were a few that 
remained open only two or three months, and closed before I knew 
they had commenced. I would remark right here, that I think it 
should be the duty of some one to inform the county superinten- 
dent, when the schools commence, and the time they will be in 
session. This would enable him to visit all the schools in his 
county. Some of our schools commence in the spring, some in the 
summer, some in the fall, and others in the winter, and in order to 
visit them all, under the present arrangement, the county superin- 
tendent would either have to be empowered with .ubiquity, or 
make monthly journeys over the county in search of schools. 

On visiting a school I generally requested the teacher to proceed 
in his usual way in order that I might observe his methods of in- 
struction, school arrangement, proficiency of pupils, &oc. 

When I thought suggestions were needed in any particular I 
invariably made them. These suggestions were always thankfully 
received on the part of the teacher. 


SCHOOLS IN GENERAL. 


As regards the general condition of our schools I believe they 
will compare favorably in point of efficiency with the schools in the 
other counties of the state. Although they are not all that we 
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could wish them to be, still they are as good or I might say better 
than could be expected under the circumstances. A number of 
them were well conducted by experienced and skillful teachers, . 
while a few were poorly managed. However, a large majority of 
our schools were in the hands of teachers who labored faithfully and 
euccessfully in spite of discouragements and inconveniencies. 


TEACHERS- WAGES. 


Our best teachers have not uniformly received the best wages.- 
In some parts of the county very inferior teachers received fifty 
dollars per month, while in other sections first-class teachers re-: 
ceived but forty. This is not as it should be, but, perhaps, can not 
be remedied while trustees can fix the salary of the teachers without 
regard to qualifications. The average salary of male teachers in 
the county, during the past year, was forty-five dollars per month, 
of females thirty-five. 


SCHOOL APPARATUS. 


Our schools are not yet supplied with any apparatus, save the 
blackboard. As soon as our finances will admit of such a step, I 
have no doubt but our school commissioners will take pleasure in 
providing our schools with all the apparatus necessary for success- 
ful teaching. 

TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 


There has as yet been no County Teachers' Association organized 
in the county. The time no doubt has come when such an organi- 
zation would be an advantage to the cause of education in our 
midst. 

TOWNSHIP LEVY. 


All the townships in the county have made the levy authorized 
in the forty-fourth section of the School Law. 


CONCLUSION. 


As it regards Harrison county, I think I can safely report that 
the cause of common schools is rapidly gaining friends. The oppo- 
sition that has heretofore operated against its complete success, is 
rapidly passing away. . And I have no doubt, if our school affairs 
are judiciously managed, the time will soon come when all serious 
opposition will cease. 

Gro. M. FLETCHER, 


Supt. Harrison County. 
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JACKSON COUNTY. 


It is impossible, under our present circumstances, to make an 
accurate report. We have labored hard under serious difficulties 
during the past year in regard to our finances, The experiment of 
making the County Treasurer the disburser of school funds, has, in 
our county, proved to be a miserable blunder, and has given us a 
great deal of trouble. I think afew more such twists as that would 
lay the whole affair aside. The Boards of Education seem to be 
very much discouraged. They can not make their reports with any 
accuracy. But few of the trustees have made any report, and there 
are many items in the blanks called for that can not be filled with 
any certainty. But few of the teachers’ registers were ever re- 
turned to the clerks, and the majority of the trustees being inex- 
perienced in such business, gave it less attention than they might 
have given it. We have labored hard during the summer to get 
the matter untangled, and have finally succeeded in getting the 
money transferred back to the township treasurers, where, I hope, 
the law-making power will allow it to remain. It has been the 
changing of disbursing officers that has created such confusion, and 
will continue to do so, so long as it is kept up. The present method 
of disbursing seems to give general satisfaction, and I hope it will 
now be let alone. The difficulty seems to be that it wants breath. 
A great deal of our report is mere guess work, and it is impossible 
to make it any thing else this year. We hope, however, to do bet- 
ter next year. While I am opposed to any change in disbursing 
the funds, there are other features in the law that might be 
changed, without creating confusion, so as to give more general sat- 
isfaction. 

The present plan of dividing the school money seems to do injus- 
lice to some districts that are necessarily small on account of their 
peculiar locality. Some districts can not be made to contain more 
than twenty-five or thirty scholars on account of their location, 
while others number seventy or eighty, and if the township i5 taxed 
until the small districts draw money enough, according to their 
enumeration, to keep up their schools four months, the large dis- 
tricts will draw enough to keep up their schools a year and have 
money to spare. Again, ifthe money is divided equally among the 
several districts, this would also seem to be unjust, as the larger 
districts are compelled to pay larger salaries than the smaller ones 
in order to get teachers competent to govern the larger schools. 
As a remedy for the above difficulties, I would suggest the follow- 
ing plan: Let no district, unless it has a graded school, represent 
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more than twenty per cent above the average number of scholars for 
a district in that township, the excess, if any, ta be divided among 
the smaller districts, For instance, if a township averages. fifty 
scholars to the district, twenty per cent on this would make it sixty 
scholars, which would be the highest number that any district could 
represent. The surplus of the several districts numbering more than 
sixty, should be divided among the smaller districts, beginning at 
the smallest and making it equal to the next, and so on till the sur- 
plus is exhausted. This would not leave so wide a difference 
between a large and a small district, and, I think, would give bet- 
ter satisfaction. I would take the average number of scholars to 
the district in a township as a basis on which to make the calcula- 


tion. 
TEACHERS’ EXAMINATIONS. 


We hold examinations for teachers regularly on the last Satur- 
day in each month, but none in private. We have ten written 
questions in each branch, and we require written answers. Fifty 
per cent of the questions answered correctly entitles the applicant 
to grade No. 5; sixty per cent, No. 4; seventy per cent, No. 8; 
eighty per cent, No. 2, and ninety-five percent, No.1. If fifty per 
cent of the questions in any branch are not answered correctly, it 
is a failure in that branch. A failure in any three branches con- 
stitutes an entire failure.. 


TEACHERS. 


We have, perhaps, been better favored in regard to teachers 
than many counties, Many of our teachers have been educated in 
other States, where they have had the advantage of free schools. 
We have borrowed a few from our neighbors in Ohio; however, we 
expect to return the favor as soon as practicable. We have quite 
a number of young men and women who seem to be taking hold 
of the subject in good earuest, and who bid fair to become our 
strongest pillars in the cause of education. 


TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS. 


We have made some progress in our associations, but in some 
townships we have not yet organized. We expect to do more in 
this branch during the coming year, as we consider it one of the 
most interesting and instructive exercises that we engage in: 


SYSTEM. 


log 

One of the main points we are driving at, is a more perfect sys- 
tem; not only among our teachers and in our school rooms, but 
among our school officers and in our financial affairs. We have felt 


A 
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the need of system during the past year very much, and have de- 
termined to establish a Code of Regulations for the county as fast 


as the circumstances will edmit. 


INFLUENCE AND RESULTS. 


We think we can safely say that the free school system is gaining 
favor in the feelings of the people, and that prejudice is gradually 
giving way. The system has already exerted a powerful influence 
in favor of morality and good society. We are satisfied that there 
has been a vast change in the minds and feelings of our people 
upon the subject during a few years past. We are glad that the 
subject has been introduced into almost every department of so- 
ciety, and that it is now calling forth the influence of wealth and 
talent, and employing the deliberations of our ablest assemblies. 
The subject, indeed, is being lifted into a prominence heretofore 
unknown in the minds and feelings of the people of our State. Al- 
though, like other good causes, it has difficulties to overcome; it is 
beginning to be generally acknowledged that the common school is 
the central pillar of our republic and the life-giving element of our 


free institutions. 
A. C. Tripp, 


County Supt. 


KANAWHA COUNTY. 


- OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF FREE SCHOOLS. 
KanawHa County, W. Va., December, 1867. 


Pror. W. R. WHITE: 


State Superintendent of Free Schools : 


Dear Sir:—I herewith forward the Annual Statistical Report 
of the Free Schools of Kanawha county for the year ending August 
81st, 1807. The difficulties in collecting the data for this report, 
very little of which has been furnished by the Boards of Education, 
and my desire to make it as nearly exact and correct as possible, 
must account for the delay in completing it. 

Iam happy to be able to report so much accomplished during the 
past year. It has been a year of labor on the part of the school 
officers, and the time and attention devoted to school duties with- 
out pay, by many of the school commissioners, is very commend- 
abie. 
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Three hundred and thirty-one months of public school have been 
taught in 85 districts in this county during the past year; an aver- 
age of about 4 months to each district, and at an average cost to the 
districts of $7 00 per scholar for those actually attending. Twenty- 
two districts, however, have had no schools, owing to the lack of 
suitable houses; yet all, or nearly all these will be able to have fall 
and winter schools in houses built during the past summer, or in 
course of erection now. 

Twenty-six houses, (twelve frame and fourteen Ing,) valued at 
$8,457 90, including furniture, have been completed since my last 
report, and fifty-two houses (twenty-two frame and thirty log) have 
been put under contract, (nearly all to be finished on or before 
January lst, 1868,) at a cost of about $26,789 00, while nineteen 
districts are provided with temporary houses, some of which are 
comfortable and will last several years, and only two districts in ` 
the county are unprovided. These operations in detail by town- 
ships are as follots : 

In Charleston township one frame school house has been com- 
pleted at a cost of $420, and two other frames are under contract, 
to cost $1,880, furnished complete. By neglect of the Board of 
Education, a temporary frame house, valued at about $500, was 
sold at a forced sale, (being on ground held at sufferance of the 
owner,) realizing only $40. Rooms are leased to serve instead. It 
is, however, in contemplation to build a house for a central graded 
school for the town, to include rooms for a high school, so soon as it 
can be done; and a lot has been purchased with this view, at a cost 
of $1100. But it will require several years to accomplish this de- 
sirable result. 

In Malden Township four frame houses were completed and one 
purchased, at a total cost of $2,851 75; and three more are about 
finished, costing $4,625. Five of these houses are first-class, and 
are supplied with good furniture—one being two stories high. The 
builders deserve credit for even exceeding the requirements of 
their contracts in making good jobs, There remains but one dis- 
trict with a temporary house, though it will require moderate 
levies for two years longer to complete the building and free the 
Board from debt. 

In Loudon Township one log house has been completed, at a cost 
of $250, and four frame and two log houses put under contract, at 
a cost of $8,598 00. There remain two districts supplied with in- 
adequate log houses, though they were built under the present 
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system. By economy, the Board will be able to complete their 
building and furnishing and free themselves from debt in 3 years, 
with moderate levies. 

In Cabin Creek Township, five frame and one log house have been 
completed at a cost of $1,880, and seven frame houses have been con- 
racted at about $3,635.00, leaving but one district unsupplied. One 
year, at a moderate levy, will suffice to free the Board from debt. 

In Elk Township, one frame and one log house have been com- 
pleted, costing $578 50, and twelve Jenny Lind frame houses have 
been let, to cost $6,288. The Board are providing good furniture, 
desks, seats, and blackboards for all the houses, which will cost 
about $100 to each. It will require a levy of from four to five 
mills in this township for probably five or six years to pay for these. 
The township embraces a very large area of comparatively low- 
valued land, and was supplied with but few houses under the old 
system. One district remains temporarily supplied and one un- 
supplied. 

In Big Sandy Township, three log houses have been sinter 
costing $463 00; one frame house has been put under contract at 
about $400, while one district remains temporarily supplied. A 
moderate levy one or two years will complete the building. 

In Poca Township, one log house was completed, costing $184 65, 
and ten others have been let, to cost $2,243 unfurnished, and it will 
require $400 to provide furniture for these, such as will be put in 
them. There remain three temporary houses. The assessment in 
this township is, comparatively, very small, and it will require a 
heavy levy for at least five years to relieve the Board of debt and 
complete and furnish the remaining houses. 

_ In Union Township, five log houses have been built at a cost of 
$1,114.00,—four more are contracted for, to cost $901, and one has 
been built gratis by parties interested in securing a new district; 
leaving five temporary houses, upon which about $250 has been 
spent in the way of repairs. Three years’ moderate levies will 
compléte building and furnishing in this township. 

Washington Township is somewhat backward in the matter of 
school houses. However, two log houses have been let, to cost 
$700, while three houses are being repaired or completed at a cost 
of $250, and there remain three temporary houses. The large 
delinquencies,’ an unfortunate debt for outline maps, and other 
causes have embarrassed the Board; but three or four years will 
suffice to complete the building, &c., of necessary houses. 

In Jefferson Township, two log houses have been completed at a 
cost of $776, one being supplied with good furniture. Another log 
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house has been let at $160, while, probably, the finest frame house 
in the County is being built at Coalsmouth. It consists of two spa- 
cious rooms with sliding partition on the first floor, while a town- 
ship hall occupies the second floor. It cost the Board $1450, the 
township committee paying for the upper story. Two temporary 
houses remain, and two years will suffice to complete the building 
and free the Board from debt. 

There has been a total of $27,343.80 received for school purposes 
from State appropriations and township levies for schools under 
the new school system, from April, 1865, to September Ist, 1867, 
Of this amount $23,995.28 has been apportioned to the several Dis- 
tricts to pay for tuition, fuel, &c.; $993.87 has been appropriated 
(for the three years,) for payment of Treasurers' commissions, sala- 
ries of clerks of the Boards of Education, and for services of the 
Commissioners for 1864 and '65; $1,008.00 has been allowed for 
three years’ services to County Superintendents; $104.81 as com- 
mission of County Treasurer, and expense of drafts; $1248.80 has 
been apportioned to the colored youth; and $57.51 is returnable 
to the State Treasury. 

Of the $23,995.28 apportioned to the District Schools, ‘about 
$19,077.00 has been expended for teachers' salaries, fuel, and the 
annual enumeration of youth for 1867, leaving $4,918.28 of the 
school fund nnexpendel on the 31st of August, 1867. While this 
result is obtained as a total, a number of individual districts are in 
debt—a few deeply—though a still larger number have their 
school funds still standing to their credit. I assumed the authority 
to extend my apportionment of the school funds to the districts 
which was authorized and required by the acts of the Legislature 
of 1866, to the funds received prior to my coming into office, charg- 
- ing such districts as had expended more than their share and 
crediting such as had expended less, so that no district in the 
county has been deprived of any of its funds by reason of having 
had no house in which to carry on a school. 

But the greater part of the township levies for 1866, and balances 
on the levies for 1865, are still due the districts from the Sheriff, 
80 that, with the levy for 1867, now being collected as rapidly as 
might be reasonably anticipated, and the State appropriation for 
1868 in prospéct, there are but a very few districts in the County 
but will be able to have from three to five months schooling during 
the winter, without running into debt. 

As to the building fund, there is no township in the County that 
is not in debt. The amount paid for building, furnishing and re- 
pairing school houses will reach about $17,000, and the total debt 
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on the 80th of September, 1867, was notar from $25,000.00; in a 
few years, with the necessary additions, the school property in this 
County will be worth about $50,000.00. 

One source of much embarrassment in the financial management 
of the schools is the imperfect system of the collection of taxes 
—and especially of realizing the taxes on Jand returned delinquent 
under the present law. In the Sheriff's delinquentAist for 1866 no 
less than $6,021.12 of township school taxes is returned delinquent 
out of a total assessment of about $31,500.00 on the land of the coun- 
ty—the delinquéncy amounting to 20 per cent of the assessment, and 
there is no practical law for the collection of these delinquent taxes, 
though there certainly should be. Iam informed that many parties 
make a practice (a very contemptable one, certainly,) of having 
their lands returned delinquent in order to avoid the payment of 
the township school tax. I would suggest that the several Boards 
of Education be required to make and certify delinquent lists to the | 
Sheriff, biennially, or oftener, which should be embraced in the 
delinquent lists of the latter, and included in the sales for delinquent 
taxes. 

In my last annual report, three errors crept into the return of 
the enumeration of youth, which it-seemed to me should be cor- 
rected: (1.) In one case the same territory was claimed and enu- 
merated by two townships, thus duplicating the enumeration of 86 
youth; and herewith will be found a warrant on the Treasurer of. 
Jefferson Township, in favor of the Auditor, for $30.99, the amount 
‘overdrawn on account of said error. (2) In Loudon Township a 
mistake occurred in giving the total of the enrollment for the town- 
ship, which mistake was not detected until after the money was re- 
ceived; herewith is, also, a warrant on the Treasurer of said town- 
ship, for $20.50, the amount overdrawn. (3) The return of the 
colored .youth of Charleston Township was also three in excess of 
the-actual enumeration: the amount, $3.08, was not drawn from the 
State Treasury, and it will be found that this balance is to the 
credit of Kanawha County, but belongs to the State Treasury. 

On the other hand, an error of larger amount was made in the 
apportionment of the State fund to this County at the last annual 
distribution. The Legislature at its last session passed an act 
(Chap. 102, Acts 1867) requiring, in the annual apportionment of 
the State School Fund for 1867, an additional amount to be appor- 
tioned to Kanawha County, equivalent to the deficit in the ap- 
portionment for 1865, caused by the failure of certain townships to 
make the annual return of youth for 1864; which deficit was to be 
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determined on the basis of the enumeration of said townships re- 
turned in 1865. The townships which failed to make reports in 


1864, and their enumeration for 1865, are as follows: - 

TOWNSHIPS. ENUMERATION. 
Charestonocad nda iS I erp Ei. 797 
Malden em waa ue win unte s eee E aq E 096 
Cabin Crees 750 
iON AAA ee ie EE aa 730 
ij eles da ea NE ace eh eee eats 889 
e Cee PR a A PRR SORE: AEE A 4162 


Now the ratio of the State apportionment for 1865 was 93.82 
cents per scholar, at which rate the above townships were entitled, 
under the above act, to $3,904.79; but instead of this amount, only 
$2,902.70 was apportioned to the county for their benefit, leaving a 
balance still due said townships amounting to $1,002.09. 

During the past year one regular Teacher's Institute was held 
for three days, conducted by the State Superintendent; eight 
“ Teachers’ meetings," for mutual improvement were held, and a 
County Teachers' Association was organized, which promises some 
good. Under its auspices, another Institute of three days is to be 
held during the coming. holidays. The standard of qualification of 
our teachers is not so high as it should be, and we hail the prospect 
of a Normal School in our section with pleasure. 

Few private or subscription schools have been kept in tlie county, 
not over eight or ten, and they during the vacation, generally, of 
ihe free schools, We have, however, a private academy ia Charles- 
ton, which has enrolied about 90 scholars, principally resident. 

Much embarrassment in making the annual reports arises from | 
the imperfect manner in which the financial as well as statistical 
accounts are kept by Township Clerks, though but few of them 
show an indisposition to have them correct, if possible. The diffi- 
culty probably arises from the too frequent changing of this officer, 
and especially from one clerk going out of office in June, while the 
incoming clerk is required to report in September following. I 
would suggest that the clerk be appointed by the board, on the. 
nomination or approval of the County Superintendent. And fur- 
ther, that the annual reports required of Trustees be dispensed 
With, as, practically, all the information contained in them has to 
come from the clerk's office. These clerks should be paid not ex- 
ceeding a fair amount per day for services actually performed. 
And in this connection I would recommend that the salary of the 
County Superintendent be determined in a like manner. 


78 `- 

And, finally, I would suggest that, as an incentive to the secur: 
ing of a full attendance upon the schools, and to enable districts 
sparsely settled to secure a longer school than two to three months 
annually, that the proceeds of the township levies for schools after 
the year 1868-9, be apportioned to the several districts in the ratio 
of the average attendance on their several schools for the preceding 
year. I think the effect of this change would be very salutary in 
many ways. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
E. T. Moorz, 
Co. Supt. Kanawha County. 


LOGAN COUNTY. 


We have tried to organize schools in each township. Four town- 
ships have organized and districted their townships and laid a levy 
according to law. Considering the hardness of the times, they 
have done nobly. Two townships contain ten districts, one, eleven, 
and one five. The remaining township will on the 30th of October, 
be divided into districts. We have opposition from some classes 
and are troubled in getting our schools started, but things seem to 
be changing for the better. We started several schools during the 
month of October. It is difficult to get teachers for so many schools, 
The law is in the way of disloyal men's teaching, thus it makes it 
hard to find teachers. I again call you attention to the law. . 

One commissioner to each township and one trustee to each dis- 
trict would be enough for our county. Such an arrangement 
would let off ten commissioners and ninety-six trustees—one hun- 
dred and six officers less to pay. [None of these officers are en- 
titled to any compensation.—Gen' | Supt.] Too many officers clog 
our wheels and answer no good purpose that I can see. 

The law in regard to the enumeration of youth is defective. The 
trustees in some districts cannot, in others, do not, and in others, 
will not do their duty for different reasons, then why not make it 
the duty of the commissioners to have the enumeration taken, either 
by them or the township clerk, or just let the County Superinten- 
dent employ a man in each township to enumerate the youth and 
make return to him. (See Section 21, of the school law.) 

“When such enumeration for any township, or district has not 
been received by the County Superintendent before the first day , 
of August in any year, ib shall be his duty without delay to em- 
ploy a competent person to take and verify the same."—Gen' 7 Supt.). 
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As to the fnture, I feel inclined to believe that we will yet pros- 
per. I find in traveling over our county a kind-hearted friendly 
people. i 

Two thousand youths of intelligence and promise are now under 
my care, and the responsibility is one of no ordinary concern, 

U. HincHMAN, 
County Supt. 


MARION COUNTY. 


My statistical report is defective. I haveused every exertion to 
obtain from the several townships full and complete reports of the 
operations of the school system in the several townships, but from 
only one have I been able to get a complete and reliable report. 
Had I assumed all the duties of the Board of Education, township 
clerks and trustees, I could have made a complete statistical report; 
but I had no authority to do this, and hence I was bound to make 
the best I could out of the imperfect reports returned to my office. 
When I would refer the reports back to them for correction, they 
would return them with the endorsement that they had reported 
all the facts in their possession ; the trustees had failed in whole or 
in part to make reports from the ‘districts, and that they have 
done the best they could to furnish reliable statistics. The 
great trouble is that there are too many school officers, too many 
wheels in the machine, and consequently too much friction. Where 
there are so many officers, each having a little to do, that little is 
neglected or imperfectly done. As the law now stands both the 
school commissioners and the trustees neglect their respective du- 
ties, because they feel that what is required at their hands is too 
trifling to "bother" with; hence, it is left undone. They furnish 
an illustration of the Bobo that “What is everybody' 8 business is 
nobody's business." I havealways believed, and experience has 
justified and confirmed the conviction, that there should be a great- 
er centralization of authority and duties in our echool system to 
make it most efficient. The present system of having a district, 
township, county and State ofticial—wheels within wheels—is very 
democratic and theoretically looks well on paper; but practically 
it will not work well in a State like this, where comparatively few 
realize the importance of having good schools, or possess capability 
and willingness to perform the duties which the law now imposes 
on so many. It would be better to dispense with the trustees and 
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boards of education entirely, and have no school officer in the 
county below the county Superintendent, whose duty it should be 
to examine and employ teachers, make contracts and prescribe the 
manner for building, repairing and furnishing school houses, visit 
schools, and in short, do everything now reauired of the irtist ooh, 
boards of education; and township clerks, except levying taxes for 
schools or building purposes, which should be done by the people 
at their township meetings. The taxes might be collected, as now, 
by the township treasurers. This arrangement would give the 
county Superintendent constant employment, and keep him cón. 
stantly interested in the work of improving the school. At present 
the county Superintendents have comparatively little to do, and 
none of them can afford to give up other pursuits and give all their 
time to the schools. The result is most of thenr let the schools take 
care of themselves, while they engage in that which occupies all 
their time and pays better. 

I regard the manner of fixing the county Superintendent's salary 
as all wrong. The law says the Supervisors shall allow him what 
they consider just and right. Now the Supervisors know but little 
of the nature or amount of work he performs, because he seldom, if 
ever, comes in official contact with them, But again; they are to 
allow him what is just and right—not less than $50, nor more than 
$500. How can they tell what is just and right until the work is 
performed, and what kind of service is a man going to perform, if 
he does not know what he is going to get for ıt? He may labor 
ever so hard and efficiently, devoting all his time and energies in 
the discharge of the duties of his office, and, at the close, on account 
of there being personal or political opponents composing the major- 
ity of the Board of Supervisors, receive only fifty dollars! On the 
other hand, he may do nothing worthy of pay and yet, through 
personal or political influence, be allowed the maximum amount 
designated inthe lay. The principle of the thing is wrong, and I 
am satisfied.that the plan does not secure the greatest good. I 
would suggest that the county Superintendent be paid proportion- 
ately to tLe number of schools in the county. If this amount were 
established by law, every county Superintendent would know, when 
elected, exactly what pay he wouid receive. Butas I haveno hope 
that the suggestion I make of dispensing with all the school officers 
below the county Superintendent will be adopted by the Legisla- 
ture, I content myself with expressing the earnest hope that the 
trustees at least will be dispensed with, and that the duties now 
theirs will be assigned to the board of education without compensa- 
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tion. The trustees are an incubus and clog upon the workings of 
the school system. They area positive hindrance wherever they 
exist, The law requires them to take the officers’ oath, but in 
many districts there are not three men who can or will take it. On 
this account there has been much trouble in this county (and I 
have no doubt it is worse in the mountain counties) in getting 
schools started. ‘There were no trustees to employ teachers, to re- 
pair houses, to furnish fuel, or to make reports, and there is no 
authority 1n the law for anybody else to discharge such duties. 
What is to be done in such cases? Shall the innocent children of à 
district be.deprived of schooling because their fathers can not or 
will not take the test oath? I don't condemn the law because it 
imposed the test oath, but because it creates a needless office which, 
by reason of the officers’ oath, becomes in many instances worse 
than useless—a positive evil and hindrance to the working of the 
school system, I hope the Legislature will see the necessity of 
simplifying the school system in this particular, and thus render it 
more efficient. Section 59 of the School Law makes it the duty of 
the township clerk to apportion all money, received from whatever 
source for school purposes, among the school districts of the town- 
ship according to the number of youths in each. "This: provision 
causes much complaint in the small distriets. The townships, in 
this hilly county, can not be so districted as to assign an equal num- 
ber of children to each district. Some districts have forty, and 
some eighty youths. Some districts receive double the amount of 
money that others receive, and hence can havé twice the number of 
months of school, because it requires no more teachers to teach 
eighty pupils than it does to teach forty. This provision is so man- 
ifestly unfair, that it will surely be remedied this winter. The 
money should be distributed in the townships equally among the 
schools, Whether this basis of distributing the school fund should 
be applied to counties and townships, as swell as to districts, is a 
question well worthy of careful consideration. Notwithstanding 
all the embarrassments and confusion attending the operations of 
. the school law, very much substantial progress has been made in. 
this county during the past year. 


SCHOOL IIOUSES. 


There are seventy-nine school districts in the county; of these 
about one-half are supplied with comfortable school-houses. Twen- 
ty-six new houses were built during the past year. Most of the 
houses were built in accordance with specifications furnished by the - 
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County Superintendent; but in one township (Lincoln) the Board 
of Education disregarded the specifications by reducing the size 
from 25 by 80 feet to 22 by 26 feet, and lowering the ceiling from 
12 to 8 or 9 feet, also by erecting the buildings on pillars, instead of 
placing them on good stone foundations as prescribed. The work- 
manship is also generally very poor. Great dissatisfaction exista 
among the people on account of the way in which the whole busi- 
ness of building houses was managed by the Board of Education in 
that township. In Mannington township, I am sorry to say, there 
is also a disposition to build cheap and inferior houses. I have 
protested against such proceedings, but to no avail. In Pawpaw, 
Grant, and Winfield townships, first-class houses have been built, 
but they have not all been furnished with good furniture or appa-' 
ratus. 
TEACHERS, 


The number of native teachers has greatly increased, and I have 
no doubt, in a year or two, all the schools of the county can be sup- 
plied with home talent, and thousands of dollars retained in the 
county which are now carried to other States by imported teachers. 

In the discharge of the duties of my office, I have devoted more 
attention to the improvement of teachers than to anything else, be- 
cause I believed that more substantial good would result from such 
a course than from anything else I could do. I believe that Marion 
county has now better teachers than any other county in the State, 
not excepting Ohio county and the city of Wheeling. We havea 
County Teachers’ Association, which meets semi-annually. This 
association has purchased a considerable library of books—treatises 
on the science of education and art of teaching, and it is contem- 
plated to increase it until it embraces every work of special value 
to the teacher. Nearly all the teachers are zealous and even en- 
thusiastic in the practice of their noble but ill-rewarded profession. 
They have imbibed the true spirit of the teacher, and their influ- 
ence is moulding public sentiment and elevating the future intel- 
lectual status of the county, though silent as the sunbeam, is as 
irresistible as it is potential. 


TOWNSHIP INSTITUTES 
Were organized in several townships, but the sessions were gen- 
erally poorly attended, owing to the great distance some of the 


teachers had to travel to reach them, and practically they did but 
little good and were abandoned. 
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WEST VIRGINIA NORMAL SCHOOL, 


It is creditable to the State that it is making liberal provision 
for the education and special training of those who choose teaching 
for a profession. Normal Schools are fountains from which flow out 
influences penetrating the very canons of our mountains, and 
awaken to new life and new activity a people long lethargic under 
the paralyzing influence of slavery and its concomitant evil, popular 
ignorance. . The distinguished scholar and statesman, Hon. Charles 
Sumner of Massachusetts, in a letter to the writer last summer, 
in speaking of the Normal School which private enterprise has es- 
tablished in Fairmont, said: ‘‘It is better than a gold mine in 
your State." This is a truth, whether applied to this Institution 
or toany other in the State having asimilar object. West Virginia 
must have more and better teachers. Thousands of dollars are an- 
nually carried out of the State by imported teachers. It is an act 
of real economy as well as of internal improvement for the State to 
foster and encourage every institution of learning within its bor- 
ders, and especially the Normal Schools. On the 6th of May {I 
opened a Normal School in Fairmont, and continued it until the 4th 
of October, five months. It was intended as preliminary to the reg- 
ular sessions of West Virginia Normal School, which will commence 
in the fine brick edifice (now in course of erection) as soon as it is 
completed. The session was attended by thirty-three ladies and 
gentlemen, nearly all of whom are teaching now in this county. 
There were also in attendance a number of others who did not in» 
tend to teach. "There was connected with the Normal-School a pre- 
paratory department containing over fifty boys and girls. I was 
ably assisted in teaching the Normal School by Dr. D. B. Dorsey. 
The model training school was conducted by Prof. A. S. Cameron, 
assisted by Miss Fannie Chisler. The building now being erected 
is 40 feet wide, by 68 feet long; two stories high, with basement» 
It is intended as one of the two wings to & front building, three 
stories high, 40 feet wide and 105 feet long, which is contemplated 
in the plan of the projectors. It is the purpose to establish a Prepari- 
tory, Normal, Scientific and Classical Department, and to graduate 
from the three last named. The courses of study will be as com- 
prehensive as the curriculum of any college in the country. One 
leading characteristic of the school will be the co-education of the 
sexes. Another will be to teach more thoroughly than usual the 
fundamental branches of education. It is expected to open the 
school formally about the first of next May. ` 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Joun N. Bovo, 
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OFFICE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT, 
MOUNDSVILLE, December 7th, 1867. 


Hon. W. R. WHITE, : 
State Superintendent of Free. Schools: 


: SIR: My report has been delayed much longer than I desired, 
from the commissioners of a few of the townships (Washington, 
Clay, Union and Cameron) not being able to report to me timely 
the several items required; the reports of the balance came in 
promptly, but these, though I have notified them and made all 
possible delay, still fail to appear; hence I am necessitated ¿to 
gather the substance of them from other sources. It always re-. 
quires time and patience to get a new machine in full running 
order, so that all parts work in harmony, more especially if it be 
one with which we have not been previously familiar. So it is 
with the school system in our State of West Virginia, It will 
require time for all to become familiar with every part of its 
machinery, and more so if at every session of the Legislature a 
whole revision of the law be made. 

Our county being intensely loyal, therefore, on the progressive 
plan her people have embraced the “free school system” with a 
spirit commendable, and have exerted themselves as far as their 
ability permitted, to have its provisions in active operation 
throughout the county. Ne 
"In the past school year twenty-four new school buildings have 
been erected in different parts of the county; the general size, 
twenty-five feet by thirty-two, and twelve feet in the clear, from 

floor to ceiling; glass 9 inches by 16; furnished with the “ Frost 
- Killer" stoves of large size, and the * Pennsylvania graded desks. ”. 

In a township where good timber is in abundance, having a 
thought.to economy the commissioners have built the houses of 
hewn timber, of the same dimensions, equally comfortable and per- 
manent as the frames and at a cost of less than one-half, Besides 
there has been erected in Benwood a house of sufficient capacity now 
to accommodate all the pupils that may attend, though last season 
there was not room „to accommodate all. The population here is ' 
about one-half of the Catholic persuasion, these, as is usual, desiring . 
to educate their children to their own tenets, and under their own 
influence have erected a church, and school in connection, and have 
withdrawn their children from ours. Also, there has been erected 
at a cost of over $7000, in Moundsville, a brick building, furnished 
with the improved patent desks, and of sufficient capacity to ac- 
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ecommodate the more than five hundred pupils in the district, for 
purpose of establishing a graded school in which all the usual 
branches pertaining to a scientific education will be taught, there-. 
by affording facilities to those who wish in laying a permanent 
basis for entering College. 

In the districts where new houses are not in readiness old are 
fitted up for school purposes, as comfortably as possible, to answer 
until others more convenient and suitable can be prepared. More 
would have been erected during the past year had not the commis- 
sioners of ¿three of the townships thought best to not burden the 
people with a building tax, in addition to that levied for tuition, 
as there was a general failure in the wheat crops. The same town- 
ships have now levied a sufficient tax for building purposes, and 
have several of their houses under contract. 

In the past season, we have had seventy-one schools in operation ; 
the teachers, the greater number of whom are females, compare weil 
in efficiency, with the same number elsewhere; a majority of these 
are from adjoining states, who have been attracted here.by higher 
salaries than are given in their own counties, They have more or 
less experience in teaching and have a fair knowledge of the most 
improved methods in the art. I have often made the remark that 
we have some of Washington and Greene counties’ “ best.” I have 
expressed this conviction, not by any means, as reflective upon the 
ability of our own teachers, for we have, as well qualified, as ener- 
getic and as faithful native teachers, as can be found anywhere; 
our soil, our romantic scenery, and our “traveling over ridges," 
seem peculiarly adapted to strength of body and development of 
mind. 

As a general thing, there is a hearty co-operation on the part of 
the people, with the plans of government and other labors of their 
teachers; thereby laying no foundation for insubordination, and 
hindrance to progress in the school room. As long as this wise 
course is pursued on the part of the parents, their children connot 
fail, under a faithful teacher, to receive the greatest amount of 
good in a given time. Having such advantages, the ¿rue teacher 
can elevate his youthful charge aboye the confusion and misrule of 
arbitrary command, into the delightful natural region of self-gov- 
ernment ; and, thereby, be instrumental in rearing just such citi- 
zens as a great and growing Republic demands, 

I think it would be well to amend the article requiring teachers 
not to teach on any Saturday, and still, to put in 22 days fora 
month, so that it might read: all the teaching days in each calendar 
month. As it is, twelve months’ teaching can not be done in the: 
year, 
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The provisions of Sec, 60 of the revised School Law, in reference » 
to the distribution of the annual levy for the support of schools, 
meet with general dissatisfaction. It appears to practically defeat 
the intention of the law appearing in Sec. 44; where the Board of 
Education is required to levy such a tax as, with the money obtain- 
ed from the State, the schools may be kept open at least four months 
in each year. The spirit of this provision evidently is, to keep the 
schools open in each district of every township an equal number of 
months—four being the minimum. If the provision in Sec. 10 of 
the Law could be carried out, which requires the Board to assign, 
“if practicable," an equal number of youths, namely, fifty to each dis- 
trict, no injustice would be done, for each then would receive the 
same amount of money and an equal number of months tuition ; but 
in consequence of impassible ravines, insurmountable ridges, and 
large bodies of land owned by a few proprietors, the districts 
through the county, unavoidably, are disproportionate in number of 
youths; as much tax, in some places more, is paid in districts where 
the enumeration is small than in those where the enumeration is 
larger; as it is, the district that enumerates sixty pupils, and the 
one perhaps adjoining numbers thirty, as is often the case, the for- 
mer, under the present provision, receives twice as much money as 
the latter. I would suggest an amendment to the provision in Sec. 
60, in reference to the distribution of township levies to prolong 
the schools, to strike out in the 15th line, the words "according to 
the number of youth,” and insert, equally, this will enable the sev- 
eral Boards to make their calculations without difficulty, do no 
injustice and will render general satisfaction. 

We are about making arrangements for the establishment of & 
colored school in Moundsville; there being a sufficient number here 
of the proper age to meet the provisions in the law for that pur- 
pose. This class of persons here can then have the opportunity of 
receiving that for which they are anxious—the benefit of a common 
school education. Some, in the county districts, who own personal 
and real estate; and consequently pay school as well as other taxes, 
have been clamorous for the admission of their children into the 
schools of the district in which they reside, to be educated with the 
white children. This, of course, is inadmissible; apart from the 
special prohibition in the law, on the reasonable grounds that 
money of the district in which they reside is reserved for them in 
proportion to their enumeration, and can not be drawn in the white 
schools for them. 

We hope in the course of another season to be relieved of the 
burden of locating and building houses; we expect then to have 
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good, comfortable and convenient houses in every district in the 
county—have the machine in good running order; and, if the will- 
ingness of the people do not lag, but still as heartily continue co- 
operations with its workings, we will, in a very short time, have as 
fair a test of the benefits resulting from a properly accepted Free 
School System as is experienced any where. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
J. LORAIN, | 
County Supt. 


MORGAN COUNTY. 


I have the pleasure of presenting herewith my first annual tabu- 
lar report of the condition of the Public Schools of Morgan county 
during the year ending August 31st, 1867; but before doing so ` 
allow me to state briefly that two townships of my county, Timber 
Ridge and Cacapon, having failed to make reports, I was compelled 
to rely entirely upon the partial information retained in my office 
from my official operations. 


SCHOOL HOUSES. 


During the past year, three new and substantial school houses 
have been erected in and for Rock Gap township, being the num- 
ber required for said township, and as levies for building purposes 
have been made throughout the county ere long our entire county 
will be fully supplied with a sufficiency of houses, and our tax- 
payers relieved of a burdensome tax necessarily imposed to com- 
plete the school system. 


SCHOOLS. 


The total number of schools I find to be twenty-five, sixteen of 
which I had in successful operation, and a gratifying result that 
every township in the county had more or less schools running, 
showing the organization complete throughout the county. 


/. TEACHERS. 


In this department I experienced considerable trouble, During 
the past year, I granted twenty-four certificates grading from No. 2, 
to No. 5, but a large majority of them were of the lower grades. It 
is to be regretted that this obstruction to our progress can not be 
obviated, and I must confess my inability to devise or suggest any 
plan by which we could be relieved. Owing to the want of good 
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teachers, parents have failed to educate their children, and to keep 
the schools running we are compelled to employ inexperienced and 
inefficient teachers. As the success of the schools depend in 4 
great measure upon the ability and energy of the teachers, it is 
earnestly urged that all those who intend to be teachers use every 
- means possible to thoroughly prepare themselves for their honor- 
able calling. 

I believe this to be the great desideratum for the future of our 
schools. "We need teachers who are competent and faithful. Let 
the people and the parents co-operate with them, and sustain them, 
ard ere long not only will opposition cease, but the thousands of 
boys and girls who fill the public schools and who cannot be educa- 
ted'by any other agency will fully realize the great blessings which 
the school system is so well calculated and designed to bestow. 


FINANCIAL. 


My tabular report shows the financiel condition of our county 
schools. 


OFFICERS. 


It affords me pleasure to add my testimony in favor ofa large 
majority-of the officers for the efficiency, punctuality and fidelity 
with which they have discharged their duties, and for the zeal 
which they have manifested in advancing the educational interests 
of the county. 

In conclusion I am glad to stave that a year's experience has left 
a favorable impression of the system, and that all who take the 
pains to examine for themseives must be convinced that if not suc- 
cessful the system itself 1s not in fault. 

J. RUFUS SMITH, 
County Supt. 


NICHOLAS COUNTY. . 


In making the annual report this year for this county, there are 
various and manifold difficulties to be encountered. The blanks 
furnished require particulars which^were not called for last year and 
of which teachers have kept no record. The reports of the boards 
of education were so incomplete and erroneous, that I was obliged 
to go in person to the several clerks’ offices and there compile my 
report from teachers’ register and other documents found on file, 
which has occasioned great delay. 
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No funds have been realized from township levy on account of 
the sudden death of the county assessor before the levy was placed 
upon the books. This has caused much financial embarrassments, 
aud left some districts in debt, where contracts were made with 
teachers in anticipation of township funds. In the accompanying 
Financial Report such liabilities are included under the head of 
expenditures, I cannot report the actual condition of schools last . 
winter, since I was not appointed until most of them had closed. 
Those I have visited were in a, very prosperous condition. Most 
townships require new houses, some of which are under contract 
and a few nearly completed. I have taken a firm and rigid course 
in regard to plans, contending that buildings are as easily con- 
structed correctly as otherwise, while many persons agree that 
anything will do for the present. 

The school system has many violent opponents, chiefly among the 
unreconstructed element of the population. It has, however, ad- 
vanced with rapid strides during the past year, gaining friends as 
its advantages become appreciated; and free schoole may now bé 
considered a permanent.fixture in this county. 

W. H. BALDWIN, | 
: County Süpt. . 
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OHIO COUNTY. 


The fifty-fourth section of the School Law requires the County 
Superintendent to make out and transmit a detailed report of the 
condition and character of the schools in his county, noting all defi- 
ciencies and suggesting their remedies, with such remarks upon the 
operation of the School Law as his experience and observations may 
suggest, pointing out wherein he considers them deficient and what 
amendments are required to render them efficient, &c. You will 
observe from the statistical and financial report, that one township 
(Triadelphia) has failed to report, except as regards the enumera- 
tion of children. Ican not account for the strange action of the 
Board of Education of this township, as I rendered them all the 
assistance in my power, without actually making out the report, for 
which I had not time. 


SCHOOL-HOUSES 


In all we have thirty-three, of which about eight are'unfit for 
school purposes, though used for such. Five new houses were built” 
during the year, and two others are being-erected. Of the five, 
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. two are in Liberty, three in Triadelphia township. The new houses 
are frame, built after the same model, principally. They are spa- 
cious enough to accommodate all the pupils of the districts in which 
they are located, being 26 by 24 feet, with vestibule rooms, sup- 
` plied with shelving and hooks, wash-basin and sinks, Two or three 
of them have also library rooms, furniture and apparatus. The 
new houses are furnished with good furniture and extended black- 
board surface. Most of the old houses have very poor furniture, 
old-fashioned box-seats and desks, many of them not being adap- 
ted to the wants of the smaller pupils, being so high as to leave the 
feet without support, and having backs more painful than pleasant. 
Black-boards are found in all the houses, though some are inferior. 
All but four have out-line maps. One has globes (Triadelphia.) 
Apparatus is essential to a good teacher, though many of our 
. teachers do not know how to use it. Were it supplied, they would 
soon learn to use it. Only three or four school lots are under fence. 
This is a sad neglect. Every lot should be fenced and planted in 
shrubbery, to render the school-house attractive to the children. 


SCHOOLS. 


There are thirty schools in the county, of which one is graded. 
Twenty of the remaining twenty-nine are classified about as well as 
circumstances will permit. The remaining nine are not so well 
classified as could be desired. In three or four some of the higher 
branches, Algebra, Physiology, &., are taught. The Bible is read 
in all the schools, generally, by the teacher, and in some schools 
the reading is followed by prayer. This I regard as a step in the 
right direction, for the preservation of our country depends on the 
moral training of its people. 


EXAMINATIONS. 


Were held semi-monthly during the year. Oral and written 
methods of examining were combined. 


CERTIFICATES, 
Ninety-seven certificates were issued, of which four were No. 1, 


twenty-eight were No. 2, forty-six were No. 8, sixteen were No, 4, 
and three were No. 5. Average grade 283 


TEACHERS. 


Twenty-three females and eighteen males were employed as 
teachers, of the former two or three made partial failures, especially 
in government ; of the latter two were almost entire failures. The 
others rendered general satisfaction. 
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VISITS. 


Sixty-five visits were made to the schools. All the schools but 
three were visited twice. All but one(Triadelphia township) were 
visited once, and several, three times. 

I visited the schools at the beginning of the term and also at 
the close, taking notes, and giving such assistance to teachers as I 
deemed necessary. The average length of visits was one hour and 
a half. 

During my visits the teachers observed their regular routine, 
Nearly all invited me to conduct a recitation. I always did so, 
using the best modes I knew. The children were stimulated, by 
short addresses, to renewed exertion. 

The great fault of our teachers is in trying to hear too many les- 
sons without regard to accuracy or thoroughness. This error, how- 
ever, is greatly attributable to outside pressure, which requires 
quantity more than quality. Parents should learn, (and they will 
learn it,) that two lessons clearü ly understood and well recited, are 
better than five or six imperfect ones. 


INSTITUTES. 


One institute was held in Triadelphia, commencing August 22, 
1867, and remaining in session three days. About twenty-five 
teachers were present. All seemed willing to render a helping 
hand, thus making the Institute interesting and successful. 

The morning and afternoon sessions were spent in discussing 
educational questions and in class drills. The evening sessions 
were occupied in addresses and lectures. 


SCHOOL ‘LAW. 


The following changes in the School Law are recommended. Let 
the Board of Education consist of one member from each school 
district, and let the trustee system be abolished.—Let the distri- 
bution of the township levies be left to a plan agreed upon by the 
voters. In Ritchie township the first district has 1,012, and the 
second, 60 youth. The township receives from the State and town- 
ship levies about $4,590. This, by the present system of appor- 
tionment, gives the first district $3,522 and the second $210, The 
levy for this township is 40 cents on the hundred dollars’ valua- 
tion. Teachers can not be hired for less than thirty dollars per 
month. Allowing sixty dollars for fuel and other expenses, we 
have one hundred and fifty dollars left for schools, This is barely 
enough to run the school four months as required by law. For- 
merly the fund was distributed equally among the districts, en- 
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abling all to have six months’ schools, instead of ten months for the 
first district and barely four for each of the remaining -districfs, 
The people are not satisfied with a higher rate of taxation and ! less 
schooling. 

In conclusion, I beg you to accept my acknowledgements fos the 
many acts of kindness and courtesy which you have shown me. I 
also tender my thanks to the officers, teachers and patrons of the 
schools for their unvaried kindness to me during my official inter- 
course with them. i 

Respectfully Submitted, 
J. W. HANCHER, 
County Supt. * 


PLEASANTS COUNTY. 


I am aware that the accompanying report is meagre and unsatis- 
factory in the extreme; but with the materials before me, and under 
the circumstances with which I am surrounded, it is the best I 
can do. 

“The reports of the several boards of education are in, except one, 
but I find them, in many respects, erroneous, ard defective beyond 
my power to remedy, to any considerable extent. To return them, 
at this late date for correction would be to consume time without 
any considerable gain. The teachers, last winter, were not (gener- 
ally) supplied with blank registers or reports, and many of them, 
-being ignorant of the requirements of the law, kept no register and 
made no report. Consequently the trustees could not report to 
their boards of education. To remedy these defects, I repeat, at 
this time is impossible. Many of these teachers are gone to parts 
unknown, and cannot be consulted, and were they here, having 
kept no diary, they could give no satisfactory information. But 
another cause of defect in the financial part of these reports, may 
be found in the unsettled condition of the treasury department. 
Since the organization of the free school system, all school funds 
have been placed in the county treasury, but no settlement between 
she several townships and the county treasurer has ever been made. 
The financial condition of the several townships can not be known 
until settlements are made, which, I trust, will be this fall. The 
free school system, as a general thing, has but few opposers in this 
county, but unfortunately there has been too much neglect on the 
part of school officers generally. Few keep any book or memoran- 
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dum of their proceedings, except the boards of education, and even 
these, in’ many cases are not very careful. Hence, a great cause of 
complaint. is owing to official negligence. But another great cause 
of complaint heretofore existed, in the unequal distribution of the 
school funds among the school districts. There has been no appor- 
tionment of school funds lower down than to townships, until the 
year just ended, and then only two townships out of six apportioned 
their quota of school money among the districts. Those districts 
that were fortunate enough to geta house, could have a school 
while any portion of the township money lasted, while those that 
failed to get a house could, of course, have no school. Their money 
went to prolong the schools of the more fortunate, and they were 
left to vent complaints, which, in some cases, are yet in our ears. 
The funds of this year are, or will be, properly apportioned, aud 
complaints on this head will cease. But another cause, and quite 
a fruitful one of complaint, is found in the transferring of scholars. 
Many, if not all the districts transfer or receive transfers, but as 
the law is not very specific on this point, the settlements of these 
transfers are frequently deferred till all data are lost, and even en- 
tirely neglected. A little legislation on this point would save some 
trouble and much talk. 


SCHOOL HOUSES, 


We have about fourteen district school houses principally new: 
Three or four more are under contract, and will be completed this 
fall. 


LIBRARIES, 


There is not a single school library in the county, nor a pair of 
globes; no school apparatus of any kind; no out line maps can be 
found in our best school rooms. But, let me, by; way of contrast 
add, we are not in debt. Not a single township pays a cent of 
interest. l 


TEACHERS. 


During the year thirty-nine teachers have been examined and 
received certificates—20 males and 19 females, Of this number 12 
received No. 1, 19 No. 2, 7 No. 3 and 1 No. 4. We, I think, really 
need some criterion, by which to grade teachers' certificates, 


In conclusion, I beg leave to suggest that the 30th section of our. 


school Jaw be so amended as to allow the county Superintendent 
to use the money paid by applicants for teachers’ certificates, in 
purchasing a library for the use of the county Superintendent and 
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his successors in office, the library to be on the manner, art &c., of 
teaching and school economy in general, and not to exceed fifty 
dollars in value. 
A. DELONG, 
County Supt. 


PRESTON COUNTY. 


Taking our annual report as a criterion the public schools in this 
county might almost be considered a failure. That report, how- 
ever, serves only as an illusttration of the effects of the old izzard 
system, We who make the reports have been denied that mental 
illumination imparted by the free schools, and hence operate the 
machinery of the system with but little ability. But, so far from 
failure, we are able to report almost complete success. The most 
sanguine expectations have not, of course, been realized, but Pres- 
ton county never had as many schools within one year, nor schools 
eonducted with as much system and ability,'nor schools that pro- 
duced on the young minds of the country effects so beneficial as 
during the past year. Besides a Normal school at Brandonville, 
which was liberally patronized, a primary school was taught in 
nearly all the districts, except one in the county. In Union town- 
ghip no levy was made for schools or buildings, but the people have 
heartily repented their action, and last spring they elected school 
commissioners who are earnestly engaged in erecting comfortable 
houses and establishing good schools. Those old fogy leaders, who, 
influenced by mercenary motives, have for so long a time induced 
ihe common people to vote against their own best interests and 
those of the State, will find that the dark ages are past,—that a 
new era has dawned and that an age of light and reason, and of 
moral, social and political renovation is preme above the horizon of 
West Virginia. 

Complaints toa greater or less extent are, of course, still made 
against the schools, school system, school officers and everybody. 
connected with the schools. We have no expectation of pleasing 
everybody. It would be miraculous to do so. Our policy is to see 
that all is right, ‘then go ahead." The building department under 
this motto is in a flourishing condition. One township is building six 
houses this fall, and many others are being erected in different 
parts of the county. Our people will soon be relieved from taza- . 
tion for building. While the condition of the schools is, generally, 
prosperous, surpassing anything heretofore known, yet we by no 
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means hold that all complaints are groundless. Just, and occasion- 
ally grave causes of complaint exist. These arise sometimes from 
ihe passions:and prejudices of men, and sometimes from neglect 
of duty by school officers, still it isan undeniable fact that our school 
system, in many parts of this mountainous region, does not oper- 
ate as fairly and evenly as it is intended to do, and as it should do 
We have not faith to remove mountains and no desire to do so if we 
had. We can not, therefore adapt the situation to the law, but 
believe that the law might be somewhat more completely adapted 
to the situation. The difficulty lies in finding a remedy for these 
defects. The intention of the State, undoubtedly; is to give every 
child the same amount of instruction. If the school funds, State 
and township, are apportioned equally among the districts this re- 
sult will not follow. For in some districts it will cost from $10 to 
$15 more per month to carry on the schools than in others of the 
same township. In apportioning, according to enumeration, it is 
not uncommon for one district to receive twice as much money as 
an adjoining one, while both require teachers of the same grade of 
certificate, and the same general expenditures would be incurred in 
each. The following arrangement would probably be more effectual 
than any other in removing the difficulty. Let the State fund be 
apportioned as now, Let the board of education in each township 
be authorized to employ teachers for all the schools in their town- 
ship, and tọ fix the salary of the teacher in cach district according 
to the grade or extent of the'school, cost of buildings, &c. Then so 
apportion the funds that the schools may be continued the same 
length of time in each district. , The duties of school commissioner 
would be somewhat arduous and very responsible. "They should, I 
think, to a limited extent at least, be remunerated. This will be 
necessary in order to secure the services of discreet and practical 
business men. The services of trustees should not he dispensed 
with. They are invaluable as local superintendents. I would 
not favor no other changes in the school law, further than will be 
necessary to carry out the details of the general pian suggested 
above. 
A. C. BAKER, 
County Supt. 
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In accordance with the Act regulating Free Schools, section 54, 
Iinform you that we are doing in Randolph county the best we 
can for the Free School System. We have, heretofore, been tardy, 
but are now using industry fo carry out the spirit of the School 
Laws. The necessity for individual effort is very apparent, and 
without co-operation the system will prove a failure in this county. 

You are aware that this county is sparsely settled. In our isola- 
ted situation allowances must be made. I would suggest that the 
next Legislature let the School Act alone, as the Law of 1866 was 
préferable to ihe last, especially as the County Treasurer was super- 
seded by tke Auditor and Township Treasurer. 

CLARKSON PRINCE, 
County Supt. 


RANDOLPH COUNTY. 


The Free School System is progressing as well as could be ex- 
pected under the circumstances. lam glad to say that most of the 
townships are putting up good school-houses. Several excellent 
ones are finished and others are in course of erection. In some of 
the townships there is considerable opposition to the system, and 
in some hardly a sufficient number of officers can be procured to 
carry on the system, as there are but few registered voters, and 
consequently but few who can act as officers. I may remark, also, 
that some of the most competent and experienced teachers among 
us are unable to take the oath required of them to teach under the 
Free School Law. Hence, some of the most conspicuous and effi- 
cient schools are supported by private subscription, as those taught 
at Mingo, Huttonsville and Beverley. As itis not the business of 
a teacher to teach politics, or inculcate into the minds of the youth 
of the country the peculiar dogmas of any creed or sect, I am much 
inclined to the belief that the oath required of teachers has a bad 
tendency, creates opposition, retards the upward march of improve- 
ment, betrays an ignorance of the structure of the human mind, 
and panders to the small to a low selfishness that would contract 
to the small dimensions of dollars and cents the highest and noblest 
aspirations of man, and ought therefore to be repealed as soon as 
practicable. 

The great aim of the teacher, according to the genius of our free 
institutions, should be to teach his pupils, science, à knowledge of 
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letters, to reason, to investigate, and to follow Truth wherever she 
may lead, and to respect virtue and worth wherever they may find 
them, though in the ditch. 

It is seriously contended by persons of reflection in our midst 
that we have too many officers, and that there is too much ma- 
chinery and circumstance connected with the system, and I am 
firmly of the opinion that some of the officers should be dispensed 
with, especially the Trustees, as their duties could easily be per- 
formed by other officers, 

I believe that could the capitation tax be raised to two dollars, 
and thus lessen the township levies, the modification would be pre- 
ferable to the present regulation. 

I have to report that no Institute or Association have been held 
in this county during the last year. I have lectured on the subject 
of Education in the several townships, as opportunity and ability 
permitted. 

Ten subscription schools have been carried on in this county 
during the year. Only two school-houses in the county were ten- 
able at the beginning of the year, but now twenty can be used, and 
twelve more are in course of erection, most of which will be ready 
in the course of two weeks. 

There are about fifteen schools in operation in the county, and 
several others will commence in a few days. 

Wu, F. Coney, 
County Supt. 


RITCHIE COUNTY. 


The schools of this county are all that could be expected, all 
things considered, and clearly manifest the superiority of our pres- 
ent school system over the former. Thereis evident improvement in 
the methods of instruction and government of schools, This is 
owing to uniformity of text-books, better houses and furniture, and 
the untiring efforts of teachers, generally, to improve themselves in 
their profession. About thirty of them attended a Teachers’ Insti- 
tute at Harrisville on the 18th, 14th and 15th days of August, 
during which a County Teachers’ Association was formed, which 
will meet this Fall. Much good is expected to result from these 
meetings, at which are discussed the various methods of school gov- 
ernment and instruction. By this means we hope to bring about a 
uniform method of instruction, and overcome much of the difficulty 
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and embarrassment to both teacher and pupil, consequent upon the 
frequent change of teachers rendered necessary by the insufficiency 
of our school funds to continue the schools more than three or four 
months in the year. The statistics show an average of a little over 
three months school for every school district in the county, at an 
entire .cost of eight thousand and sixty-seven dollars, or about 
ninety cents per month for each youth enrolled. During my visits 
to the schools, I noted the government, classification and methods 
of instruction, gave such advice to teachers as I thought necessary, 
and seldom left a school without giving a word of encouragement 
to the pupils. This is all the lecturing I have done. I do not 
know of more than two or three schools in this county that were 
not supported by State or township taxation, but as teachers make 
no report of them, my knowledge of them is very limited. 


SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


Twenty-six new houses have been built, and the full amount 
authorized by law has been levied in each township for building 
purposes, This, it is hoped, will be enough to complete a house in 
each district, Twenty-nine more are required. These can be built 
at a less cost than the twenty-six built this year. Thus, it will be 
seen, that we can soon furnish every district with a suitable house, 
the want of which has, in many instances, retarded the working of 
our Free School System. Great credit is due the several Boards of 
Education for the energy and zeal they have shown. 


SCHOOL LAW. 


Material changes are not advisable in the general arrangement 
of the present law. The following amendments would tend, I 
think, to improvement: 

First, Provision should be made by which delinquent township 
school-taxes could be collected as State and county levies are. I 
respectfully suggest that at the time sheriffs present their delin- 
quent lists, township collectors present theirs to the Board of Sú- 
pervisors of the county whose clerk should certify the amount of 
such lists allowed to the Secretary of the Board of Education of each 
township, which would enable them to make final settlement with 
the collectors. In many townships large tracts of land are returned 
delinquent, which are afterwards purchased or redeemed by the 
payment of State and county taxes, there being no provision of law 
by which to enforce the payment of township levies. "This subject 
is, at least, worthy of investigation. Until the houses are all built, 
school commissioners should have some compensation for time ac» 
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tually employed in the discharge of their duties. Unless some 
compensation is offered where so much is to be done, I fear the work 
will pass into incompetent hands, 

I close with the confident assertion that in this county the Free 
School System is a complete success, that it fully meets the anticipa- 
tion of its most sanguine friends; and that nothing but time and 
experience are wanting to make it the pride of our people. The 
rising generation, at least, may point to it as the great treasure- 
house of blessings from which all may draw. 

Jos. M. McKinney, 
County Supt. 


'"ROANE COUNTY. 


Educational matters are progressing favorably, and are in a bet- 
ter condition than the annual statistical report shows them to be. 

About ten new school houses have been completed since the first 
day of last September, which are not included in the annual report. 

Most of the certificates granted to teachers are No's. 8, 4 and 5, 
but few are granted to,persons who expect to make teaching a pro- | 
fession, Under the circumstances it is considered that Teachers’ 
Institutes could not be made profitable, therefore none have been 
held. $T 

THOMAS Bocarss, 
County Supt. 


TUCKER COUNTY. 


The school system is not receiving as hearty a welcome as it 
deserves. There are many who are bitterly complaining of its 
general principles; that it is not acceptable to the rural districts. 
The country is very sparsely settled, and the school districts are 
very large. The school houses are few. Taxation is oppressive 
and many live too remote from the school houses to receive any 
advantage from them. They have their proportion of the tax to 
pay and their children are wholly deprived of schools. These par- 
ties should of right be exempt from the school tax. Of the three 
townships into which this county is divided, two, (Hannahsville 
and Black Fork,) levied a tax sufficient to continue the schools four 
months or longer. St. George township refused to make any levy 
for school or for building purposes. 
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The schools that were taught last winter did well. In the wins 
ter of 1865-6, the boards of education in their respective townships 
put in operation many more schools than the funds under their 
control would sustain, thus incurring a heavy indebtedness on 
the townships. [In acircular issued from this department, this 
course was anticipated, and school officers were advised not to em- 
ploy teachers till they were informed how much money would be 
distributed to them from the general school fund. Gen’l Supt.] 

The policy was a bad one, and produced unfavorable results. I 
think the boards are guarding against this evil for the future. But 
little is done or said as yet in the way of putting schools in opera- 
tion. Some districts are beginning to move in that direction and 
I hope for favorable results. 

A, H. BOWMAN, 
County Supt. 


TYLER COUNTY. 


I herewith transmit my annual report of schoolsin Tyler county, 
My statistical report lacks fullness, as you will see, but it embraces 
all the facts furnished me by the Boards of ‘Education. They com- 
plain that the trustees have in some instances not only failed to 
report, but absolutely refused to report their respective districts. 
I have ordered that all such be removed. Schools were taught in 
nearly all the districts in which houses could be procured. Ells- 
worth township is an exception to this. Two causes produced this. 
Ist. The levy was only twenty cents on the one hundred dollars. 
Qnd. The debt of the township was as great as the amount of the 
levy. There is a great lack of houses in this township, caused by 
the small levies. In McElroy township all the houses are “sold 
out" and three of them can be used this fall for schools. Centre- 
ville township will build all the houses this year except one, but 
will be in debt perhaps one thousand dollars. A part of this debt 
is the result of extravagance. First, they paid seven prices, in one 
instance, for a school house site, and that too to one of the worst 
rebels inthe county. There is not level land enough on this lot 
for a house 30x20 feet, yet for it they paid seventy-five dollars. 
This board has also employed incompetent men to build houses, or 
to finish them. The school house in No. 6 District leaks badly, 
though built last fall, and a number of the seats have fallen to 
pieces. I gave the board notice of this and told them not to re- 
ceive the work, but they paid no attention to my wishes. It will 
now take fifty dollars to repair this new house. 
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Lincoln, Union, Meade and McElroy townships have managed 
their house building well. Where there is mismanagement on the 
part of the Boards of Education, the people seize it as a pretext for 
opposing the system. This is unfortunate, as we need the sympathy 
and co-operation of all. I visited all the schools once, except one, 
and some of them twice. 

So far as I could judge, the teachers were faithful and thorough 
in their instructions, and the pupils made commendable progress. 
One great drawback, however, to progress is irregular attendance 
Parents in this respect are very careless and work injury to the 
child. I generally heard all the classes recite, and lectured the 
school before leaving. In this way I delivered thirty-four ad- 
dresses. I received from all the teachers kindness and courtesy, 
which made my visits really pleasant. I lectured twenty times on 
the subject of Free Schools, and would have been more abundant 
in labors of this kind, but failing health compelled me to desist. I 
think that good resulted from these labors. 

There, doubtless, is still opposition to our present system, yet it 
is quiet and respectful, compared with what it has been. We have 
been greatly embarrassed by the Sheriffs failing to pay over at the 
proper time, the money due the building and school fund. They 
could not tell how much was in their treasury to their credit, A 
part of the building fund and nearly all the school money is yet in 
the hands of the Sheriff. This will explain my statistical report 
as to one item. 

The present mode of collecting school taxes promises to be all 
that could be asked. I have but a single objection to the work of 
the Legislature last winter, andthatis to the time the county super- 
intendent goes out of office. It takes him away from his work ata 
time when heis least prepared to surrender it, yet I can see no way 
to remedy the difficulty. There has been no teachers’ association 
formed in this county. The principal reason against it was found 
in the fact that a majority of our most efficient teachers lived in 
: Ohio, and others were either away attending College or teaching 
summer sessions in other counties. J was afraid if we organized we 
might fail to get up a proper interest, and this would result in an 
entire failure of the institution. This would have been worse than 
making no effort at all in this direction. 

The people of Centreville township, in connection with the Board 
of Education, are building a house 26x36 feet, two stories high. In 
this house it is proposed to open a school for the training of young 
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ladies and gentlemen for the work of teaching. It is hoped that 
this will be a success. As far as I could, I have introduced into the 
schools the text books prescribed by the State Superintendent. 

In conclusion, there is much in the operations of the past year 
to encourage the friends of free schools in Tyler county. Already 
golden fruits appear, the full harvest will be gathered after awhile. 
. The habit and love of study have been formed in many minds, and 
this habit and love will lead on young people to seek and obtain 
collegiate training, and this will give a class of educated men and 
women, the influence of whom on society will be invaluable. 

When it is remembered that our institutions depend for their 
stability on the intelligence and virtue of the people, it is hard to 
realize that any true friend of his country would oppose our pres- 
ent system of free schools in which both virtue and intelligence are 
so carefully cultivated. 

Z. WARNER, 
County Supt. 


WETZEL COUNTY. 


I herewith send my report which is not full, but from the reports 
received, I have endeavored to make it as complete as possible. 
Notwithstanding some of the.Boards of Education have been very 
tardy in sending in their reports, yet I have the pleasure of being 
able to state that there is a more decided interest manifested by 
them in favor of education, as well as by the whole people than 
heretofore. You will perceive that no levy was made during the 
previous year in some of the townships for building, yet in many 
districts houses have been built and others in progress by the people 
within the districts. For the present year, a levy has been made 
both for building and school purposes throughout the county, in 
some of the townships, to the full extent of the law. I hope here- 
after to be enabled to make an earlier and fuller report. 

JOEN. J. YARNALL, 
County Supt. 


WIRT COUNTY. 


The report was deferred in consequence of incorrect reports from 
trustees and Boards of Education being returned for correction. 
In some instances the corrections could not be made, nor could I 
gather information from other sources. Hence the imperfections 
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in the accompanying report. I apprehend that we will have much 
care and labor to bestow before the “system” will work well. 
Building is burdensome and yet the spirit manifested in nearly all 
the people is commendable. Several new houses are in course of 
erection. The one at the county seat is to cost $1,500 (enclosing 
and finishing the lower story only.) This has been in course of 
erection since early summer, and we are fondly looking forward to 
the time when we shall start a school. Most of the property is 
fair, but some is very moderate. 
M. B. Epmonpson, 
County Supt. 
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WYOMING COUNTY. 


I cannot give a satisfactory report for the want of information. 
Only three of the Boards of Education have reported statistically 
and these give very few items. All have reported the number of 
youth. I saw all the secretaries of the boards on the 16th of Octo- 
ber, and those who have not reported asked for alonger time, which 
was granted. The officers with whom I had conference report that 
the levy required by law has been made. Complaint is made 
against the trustees for not reporting. There is not a good school 
house in the county, but Oceana township has selected all the sites 
for school houses and is ready to put the buildings under contract. 
Clear Fork has all its school houses let out. The remaining three 
townships have taken no steps towards building. 

Send us some good Teachers, 

MADISON ELLISON, 
County Supt. 
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CIRCULAR TO CO. SUPERINTENDENTS. 
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‘DEPARTMENT OF FREE SCHOOLS, 
December 1st, 1867. } 

The first of January, 1868, is made by an amendment to the 
School Law, the commencement of the term of office of the County 
Superintendents elected October 24, 1867. In the beginning of a 
new term of two years’ service, it is deemed proper that I call your 
attention to the duties imposed on you by the School Law. 

Great latitude is given to your duties by the supervisory charac- 
ter of your office. Every thing that pertains to education in the 
Public Schools comes under your care, and should command your 
earnest attention. Your efforts should be directed to obtaining the 
very best teachers. In granting certificates, no high grades should 
be given except to first-class teachers. Applicants should be exam- 
ined, publicly, by written questions and answers, and without haste. 
The questions should be not only in regard to a knowledge of the 
branches to be taught, but especially in regard to the theory and art 
of teaching. Require them to pass an examination on the following 
' works—‘Page’s Theory and Practice of Teaching,” and “Holbrook's 
Normal Methods.” Instead of the first, “The Teacher's Assistant" 
may be'used. It would be better if each teacher would study the 
three works. That they may know where to get them, I would add 
that A. S. Barnes & Co., New York, are the publishers of these and 
several other most valuable works now embraced in their Teacher's 
Library. You should soon let your teachers know that they must 
merit certificates in order to get them. Set them to reading and 
thinking; subscribe to some educational journal yourself, and 
raise clubs among your teachers, or among the people in order to 
get a school journal into each school. Every teacher should be 
provided with Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary. You can aid in 
getting one, if the school funds are not sufficient to meet this want. 
When the people meet at exhibitions and examinations, present the 
matter to them, and by small subscriptions a fund can be obtained 
for supplying the school with a Dictionary, a Globe, and other 
aids in successful teaching. This very appeal will arouse an inter- 
est in the school and secure co-operation with the teacher and your- 
self. When the school-houses shall have been finished, and good 
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teachers put in them, and the schools begin to be felt, then strike for 
good furniture and apparatus and school libraries. but make all 
your demands in a cheerful spirit, and as the people are able to bear 
them. Lay your plans deliberately and work patiently for their 
accomplishment. Do not forget that you are an overseer—an over- 
seer over school-houses, pupils, parents, teachers and every thing 
belonging to the business of teaching. The law requires that you 
visit the schools. This, no conscientious Superintendent will mit. 
It is unnecessary to give the teacher notice of an intended visit. 
Invite school officers to go with you. Urge parents to go. During 
your visits, note the teacher's operations, his personal habits, dress, 
manners, &c. Observejhis method of conducting recitations, and of 
instruction, his discipline and government. Conduct recitations, 
occasionally, yourself. Examine the desks, and the chidren's books. 
Make a record in a blank book, carried for the purpose, of the con- 


dition of the furniture, and of the slates and books of the children; . 


and note, also, any minor matters that may attract your attention, 
and on a subsequent examination of the teacher, give due weight to 
all your observations made in the school room. Urge the school 
officers to make changes if the schools are under bad management, 
and encourage and help teachers that have difficult schools to 
govern. The law requires that institutes shall be held. For the 
present, only County Associations and Institutes are practicable, 
and in most of the counties these can be held not oftener than once 
a year. 

Induce teachers to assemble in some central point, where the 
people are hospitable and will entertain them for a few days, and 
give the mornings, and afternoons and evenings to mutual improve- 
ment. 

At these associations, not only let the teachers discuss and read 
original essays on the best modes of teaching and governing, but 
let there be drills in writing, reading and spelling, drawing 
maps, and making grammatical diagrams. Let some one lecture to 
the people in the evening on general topics. After forming your 
County Association,jlet the teachers purchase, jointly, as many of 
the books in the Teacher’s Library, mentioned before, as they are 
able. Then assign topics to be discussed, or to be written about, to 
all the teachers, whether present or not, for the next session, and 
inform the teachers that a willful neglect of these duties will affect 
the grade of their certificates. It may not be out of place for me 
to recommend a renewal of an old usage. Invite pupils from ad- 
joining districts, and others, to meet and have “a spelling," as it 
has been called. If you, or a friend to education of a benevolent 
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turn, will offer a premium to the best speller, reader or writer 
of the township, or of the county, the result would be gratifying. 
The duties assigned you require activity and system combined 
with a love of your business, and by a cheerful discharge of these 
duties, you will merit the maximum salary allowed by law, and in 
many of the counties this will be granted so soon as the people have 
a demonstration of the justice of it in your official labors. I must 
not omit suggesting to you the stern obligation imposed on you, not 
to give a certificate to a person of doubtful moral character. An 
intemperate, profane, or dishonest teacher is an unadulterated curse. 
He will reproduce his vices and their fruits in the character of his 
pupils. A teacher should be a model of morality and good habits. 
Personal neatness, cleanliness, cheerful temper, self-control, honor, 
are all essential in the successful training of children. Introduce 
such qualities into your schools and you will do a noble work. 

In your correspondence with this Department be concise. What- 
ever aid you desire, ask freely for it, but let all questions be so 
given as to require as direct and short a reply as possible. -Where 
practicable, let them be answered by “Yes,” or "No." The Gen- 
eral Superintendent has so much work belonging to the sphere of 
the County Superintendents to perform, that he is compelled to 
ask a compliance with this suggestion. 

In conclusion let me add, that the next two years will go far to 
put the Free School System in a position to command the admira- 
tion of its advocates and the silence of its opponents. We do not 
need argument so much as demonstration. Let the people have a 
demonstration that our educational enterprise is a great public 
benefit, or even promises so to be, and our triumph is accomplished. 
To give that demonstration, we must have the co-operation of all 
the school officers, but of the County Superintendents we expect a 
great increase on the labors of the past. We are warranted in this 
assumption from the fact, that in every county where the schools have 
been successful, the County Superintendent has been the central power, 
infusing his energy into every township and district. 

In your annual report to this Department, it would be more sat- 
isfactory to give specific cases of success in teaching, or school 
government, withjsuch figures and names as would give a practical 
turn to your remarks, rather than general suggestions. If you 
have teachers eminent for their skill in making their schools noted 
for progress, order, morality or any other excellence, name them 
in your report. If you have school houses remarkable for conven- 
lence, or architectural taste, with lots enclosed and ornamented 
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with shrubbery, with appliances for teaching, it would be well to 
let it be known. 

You are expected to post yourself in regard to school house archi- 
tecture, modes of teaching, &c. You will be compelled, therefore, 
to read and thus avail yourself of the experience of others. When 
invited to meet the County Superintendents of your judicial cir- 
cuit, come with such topics, as you may desire to hear discussed, 
written out for their consideration, 

In writing for blanks, &c., specify, as near as you can, the num- 
ber of each that you may need for the whole year, and when these 
are received inform the Department of the fact. Distribute blanks 
as soon as received, with instructions to teachers and school officers 
to use them economically. Read carefully the directions printed 
on the blanks, and request those who fill them to use great care in 
giving the seyeral items. It is your duty not only to ascertain, 
but also to report neglect in this matter. 

In addition to the information called for by the blanks, be kind 
enough to give the following items: 

l. No. of lectures delivered. 

2. No. of schools having an average attendance not exceeding 20. 

9. No. of schools having an average attendance over 20 and not 
exceeding 30. 

4. No. of schools having an average attendance over 30 and not 
exceeding 40. 

5. No. of schools having an average attendance over 40 and not 
exceeding 50. 

6. No. of schools having an average attendance over 50. 

7. Average grade of Déportment. 

8. Average grade of attention to study. 

If the spirit which indited the suggestions given in this circular 
be reciprocated by my co-laborers in this good work, there will he 
a great step in advance during your administration. 

At the end of your term, it is hoped, .but few districts will be 
without school houses, and very few school houses without teachers. 
To obtain such results, is well worth earnest effort. 

Respectfully, 
Yours, &c., 
W. R. WHITE, 
Gen'l Sup't of Free Schools. 


